17 FEB 1997

MAHATHI R HOPES NO MORE OBSTACLE FOR BAKUN PROIJECT

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad expressed hopes tonight that there would be no nore
obstacle to the Bakun hydro-electricity project in Sarawak after the Court
of Appeal disnissed the decision of Kuala Lumpur High Court relating to the
proj ect.

"We just carry on with the project ... | hope there'll be no nore
obstacle," he told reporters after addressing a Chinese New Year and Hari
Raya Puasa gathering at the Sabah Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir refused to comment further on the matter.

The Court of Appeal in Kuala Lunmpur today disnissed the H gh Court
deci sion which had declared the Environnent Quality (Prescribed Activities)
(Environment | npact Assessnment) Amendnent Order 1995, applied to the RML3. 6
billion Bakun hydro-electric damin Sarawak, invalid.

On the issue of Umo spreading its wings to Sarawak, he said, "W have
no intention of going to Sarawak."

The forner Sarawak's head of state Tun Abdul Rahman Yaakub had been
associated with the nove to bring Umo to Sarawak, an allegation which he
deni ed. -- BERNAMA
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