03 DEC 1997

MAHATHI R LAUNCHES MALAYSI A CHALLENGE ' 97

LANGKAW, Dec 3 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today | aunched the Mal aysia Challenge '97, an international sailing
event, on board the "My A Khaliqg" ferry.

Twel ve teams from nine countries including the United States, United
Ki ngdom Denmark, Sweden, France, Germany and Ml aysia are taking part in
the race offering US$100, 000 (RVB60,000) in prize noney.

Rei gning world champion Peter G| nour are anmong the 48 sailors
conpeting in the race which is now recognised as a world circuit.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir opened the Maritine Division of the Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace (LIMA '97) Exhibition and Star Cruise
Jetty, both at Tanjung Mal ai, here.

He later visited the maritime exhibition. -- BERNAVA
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