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MAHATHI R LAUNCHES TOUR DE LANGKAW

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today |aunched the Tour de Langkawi here and paid tribute
to the private sector for sponsoring the prem er cycling event.

Dr Mahathir said he was very glad and grateful that the various
conpanies in the country have responded very generously in sponsoring the
event which entered its second year this tine.

"I would like to thank very nuch the splendid donors for their
generousity for giving the nbney that is needed to organise this race," he
sai d adding that such a world-class cycling event would hel p put Ml aysia
on the map.

He said with the private sector's help, the prize noney for the event
this year had been increased to RML.2 nillion fromRML nillion |ast year.

The Prinme Mnister also praised the various conpanies, which donated
and pl edged some RMIO million to the organiser today, for their sponsorship
W t hout expecting sonmething in return.

Anmong the donors are Malaysia Electrical Conpany (MEC) which donated
RVMB million, Ganuda (RML mllion), DRB-H com (RVb00,000), G S.GII
(RMB0OO, 000) and P.T. Sanpoerna (RW400, 000).

Dr Mahathir said their donations were exceptional because the donors
would not profit fromit unlike in the dynpics or Comonwealth Ganes where
donors get television rights for their sponsorhip.

A total of 150 cyclists would take part in the event, the world' s third
ri chest cycling event after Tour de France and Tour de Italy, which would
be flagged off by state Tourism and Environnent M nister Datuk Bernard
Donpok tonorrow. -- BERNAVA
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