01 MAY 1997

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR THREE AFRI CAN NATI ON TOUR

KUALA LUMPUR, May 1 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad today |eft for a week-long visit to three African countries.

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand wife Datin Seri Dr
WAn Azizah Wan Isnmail were anong those present at Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
Airport in Subang to send off Dr Mihathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali .

Al so present were Infornmation Mnister Datuk Mhamed Rahmat, Defence
M ni ster Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar, Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid
O hman, Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Datuk Mistapa Mhamed and Land
and Cooperative Devel opnment M nister Datuk Gsu Sukam

Chief Secretary to the Governnment Datuk Abdul Halim Ali, several deputy
m nisters and parlianmentary secretaries were also at the airport to see him
of f.

Ener gy, Tel ecommuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Mggie and
several corporate figures are in Dr Mahathir's entourage.

Dr Mahathir will begin his three-nation African tour by visiting Ml aw
foll owed by Botswana and South Africa.

Mal aysi a- Mal awi bilateral trade only anpbunted to RMR2.55 nillion |ast
year and RML.35 million with Botswana.

In South Africa, Dr Mahathir will be honoured by President Nelson
Mandel a by conferring on himthe "Order of Good Hope", the country's
hi ghest award. -- BERNAVA
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