25 MAR 1997

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR OFFICIAL VISIT TO JAPAN

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad this nmorning left for a four-day official visit to Japan
to explore new avenues of cooperation.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah,
was seen off at the Sultan Abdul Aziz International Airport in Subang by
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim several Cabinet ministers
and seni or governnent officials.

A 50-nenber delegation that includes International Trade and |ndustry
M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik is also travelling with the Prinme Mnister.

This is Dr Mahathir's second official visit to Japan since 1983
al t hough he has nade numerous trips to Japan, the last being in January to
pronote the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC).

Dr Mahathir will have an audience with Enperor Akihito at Akasaka
Pal ace tonorrow foll owed by official talks with his counterpart Ryutaro
Hashi not o.

The Prine Mnister will also visit Csaka to neet top Japanese
industrialists and Fukuoka where he will address the Second Fukuoka
Di al ogue. He will focus on nultinedia.

Dr Mahathir will |eave for hone on Saturday from Nagoya after
witnessing the naming of a ship belonging to Konsortium Perkapal an by Dr
Siti Hasnah.
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