08 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - Mongol i a
MAHATH R LEAVES FOR MONGCOLI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | eft
for Uan Bator today for a four-day official visit to Mongolia to be
followed by a three-day trip to the Kyrgyz Republic.

The Prime Mnister's visits to the two countries were to strengthen
bilateral ties and enhance econoni c cooperation.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali.

The prinme nminister's entourage includes Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik,
International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Energy,
Tel ecomruni cations and Posts Mnister Datuk Leo Myggie, Culture, Arts and
Tourism M nister Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik, Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr
Sul ai man Daud, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Department Datuk Chong Kah
Kiat and Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Abu Zahar |[snin.

The 66- nenber busi ness del egation is |ed by Ml aysia M ning Corporation
Ber had chi ef executive Tan Sri |brahi m Menudi n.

Anmong those present at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport
in Subang to see off Dr Mahathir were Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimand his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah |snail.

In Mongolia, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to hold talks with his
counterpart M Enkhsai khan and al so witness the signing of bilateral
agreements and Menoranda of Understanding (MU).

Wth a population of nearly 2.5 nillion, Mngolia s econony is mainly
on food processing, textile, chem cal and cenent.

Dr Mahathir is expected to return home on Sept 14. -- BERNAMA
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