20 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - Meet i ng
MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR HONG KONG TO SPEAK AT WORLD BANK/ | M- MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | eft
for Hong Kong this norning to deliver a keynote address at the Wrld Bank
and the International Mnetary Fund (I M) seminar.

The prine mnister will speak on "Asia As Qpportunity" at the sem nar
| ater today.

Anmong those present at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport to send him
off his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mhaned Ali and Information Mnister
Dat uk Mohaned Rahnat.

Dr Mahathir will be joined in Hong Kong by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim who will represent Ml aysia at the Wrld Bank/| M
nmeet i ngs.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, is due to arrive there Sunday.

The 10-day World Bank and | MF neetings at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhi bition Centre are being held amid a financial turnoil in the Southeast
Asi an region.

The neetings, which started on Mnday, are to exam ne and address
gl obal devel opnents and focus on financial deregulation and supervision and
debt relief which was nade even nore urgent by the crisis.

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority, which organi ses the neetings, expects
14,000 participants including prinme mnisters, ninisters, officials,
bankers and journalists.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to return home tonorrow. -- BERNAVA
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