07 MAY 1997

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR HOVE AFTER BRIEF VISIT TO SOUTH AFRI CA

CAPE TOAN, May 7 (Bernanm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed | eft for hone this evening after a brief visit to South Africa.

Dr Mahat hir was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhd
Ali.

During his visit here, he was conferred South Africa's highest award,
"The Order of Good Hope" by President Nel son Mandel a.

He al so opened the "Serting House", the headquarters of the Ml aysian
conpany, Serting Berhad.

Dr Mahathir had earlier visited Malawi and Botswana during his
week-1ong tour of three southern African nations. -- BERNAVA
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