16 JUN 1997
Mahat hi r - Lebanon
MAHATHI R NOW | N LEBANON FOR A THREE- DAY VISIT

By: Mkhtar Hussain

BEI RUT, June 16 (Bernanm) -- After attending the inaugural sunmt of
ei ght Islamc Devel oping Countries (D-8) in Istanbul yesterday, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhamad today flew into the Lebanese capital for a three-day
official visit, the first by a Milaysian prine mnister.

Dr Mahathir was net on arrival by his Lebanese counterpart Rafic Hariri
and was accorded a wel comi ng cerenony at the Beirut International airport.

Dr Mahathir was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali. Al so acconpanying him are Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, Wrks Mnister
Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu and several businessnen.

After the national anthens of both countries were played, Dr Mhathir
i nspected a guard-of-honour fromthe Lebanese arnmy.

During his visit, he will call on Hariri before |eading the Ml aysian
side at a del egation neeting.

While here, Dr Mahathir is expected to receive Lebanon's highest award
from the Lebanese government, the highest honour to be given to a foreign
di gnatory.

On Tuesday, Dr Mahathir will visit Solidere, the Lebanese conmpany for
t he devel opnent and reconstruction of the Beirut central district before
visiting the city of Sidon which is also the birth place of Hariri.

He is also scheduled to have dialogue with the business conmmunity in
the republic during a dinner.

Lebanon which shares borders with Syria and Israel has an estimated
population of 3.4 mllion, the majority of them Mislins.

The country which was once the business centre for Wst Asia was hit by
a civil war in the 1970s between its Christian and Muslim citizens and
their Palestinian allies, and is currently rebuilding its econony.

Apart from factional fightings, Lebanon had al so been partially
occupied by Syrian troops while Israel invaded the country in 1983 and
occupi ed the southern portion of the country.

Al t hough favouring Ml aysia, trade between the two countries is snall
totalling RML6.5 million in the first three nmonth this year. Last year,
total trade was RVb5.7 mllion.

Anong Mal aysia's exports to Lebanon are heating and cooling equipnent
and parts, tv receivers, fuel for aircraft, rubber product adn processed
vegetable oils while inports from Lebanon are printed nmatter and
f ood- processi ng nachi nes.

Currently, Malaysia Airlines fly twice weekly to Beirut via Dubai while
the Lebanese national carrier, the Mddle-East Airlines, fly to Kuala
Lunpur once a week.

Dr Mahathir will depart for London on June 18. He is scheduled to visit
Hungary on June 23. -- BERNAMA
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