05 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - Assenbl y
MAHATHI R OPENS UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- The 1997 Umo General Assenbly began
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWIC) here this norning attended by nore
than 2,500 people including 1,905 del egates.

It started with Prime Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i nspecting a guard- of - honour nmounted by Umo Youth and
Wanita nmenbers followed by hoisting of the Umo flag at the PWC grounds.

Present were party deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik and suprene council nenbers

Dr Mahathir then proceeded to Dewan Merdeka to deliver his policy
speech and open the three-day assenbly al so attended by | eaders of the
ruling Barisan Nasional conponent parties as well as local and foreign
observers.

The Umo Youth and Wanita novements had sent 30 del egates each to the
assenbl y.

A special assenbly would be held after Friday prayers to amend the
party's constitution to drop the word "new' fromits nane.

This would be followed by the debate on the president's policy speech.

Sevent een del egates -- 14 fromstate Unmo |iaison conmttees, one each
from Umo Youth, Wanita and Umo clubs -- would debate on the notion

The assenbly presided by Umo pernmanent chairman Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam
Shah, woul d al so debate on four notions -- econony, religious, education
and soci al

Umo incepted in 1946 has 165 divisions with 2.7 mllion menbers. --
BERNANMA
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