19 JuL 1997
MAHATHI R ON THREE- DAY WORKI NG VI SIT TO JAPAN

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

OKAYAMA (Japan), July 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad, who is on a seven-day holiday-cumworking visit, flew to
Toyama this nmorning to visit Japanese notorcar and railway industries.

Soon upon arrival in Toyama, the Prime Mnister and his entourage were
taken on a tour of the Matsuoka Car plant specialising in producing
cl assical and antique car nodels using N ssan can engines.

The conpany's president, Susunmu ©Matsuoka, briefed the Prinme Mnister on
the operations of his conpany which was established in 1968

The plant, which enpolys about 100 workers, produces 10 units of such
cars a nonth, the price ranging from1.5 nmllion Yen (USD30,000) to 3.5
mllion Yen (USD70, 000)

The Mal aysi an anbassador, Tan Sri Mhanmed Khatib Abdul Hamid, and
Per odua managi ng director Datuk Abdul Rahman QOmar, acconpanied the Ptine
M nister during his viiisit to the plant.

Dr Mahathuir later attended a |uncheon hosted by Governor of Toyang,
Yut aka Nakaoki

In the afternoon, he will visit Kurobe Kyokoku Railway Ltd and took a
ride on a half hour scenic journey on hillslope train tracks from Kuronag
to Unazuki. He returns here later this evening

The Prime Mnister arrived here last night after a private visit to
Kobe.

Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to neet Okayana Governor Masaaahiro
Ishii and nmeet l|ocal political and business |eaders

On Monday, he will hold dialogue with sel ected busi ness, academ ¢ and
political |eaders.

He will return to Kuala Lunpur on July 22, ending his two-nonth
"wor ki ng holiday" abroad. -- BERNAVA
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