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MAHATHI R RECEI VES SAUDI AWARD FOR SERVI CES TO | SLAM

By: Salny Hashim

LOS ANGELES, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- Saudi Arabia has awarded Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad the 1997 King Faisal International Prize for Service to
Islam in recognition of his outstanding acconplishnents in the pronotion of
Islamic values during his |eadership over the past 16 years.

The Prine Mnister, who is in California to pronote the Miltinmedia
Super Corridor (MSC) to American investors, said he was inforned of the
award by Prince Bandar bin Saud bin Khal ed Al -Saud, the Secretary-General
of the King Faisal Foundation, by tel ephone on Tuesday.

"I was surprised...because there are many others nore qualified, but I
accept it with all nmy heart because it is in recognition of Ml aysia's
achi evenents in Islamic activities," he told Milaysian journalists.

There are four categories of recipients -- Service for Islam Islanmc
Studi es, Science and Arabic Literature -- and so far 118 people from 32
countries have been awarded.

Each award carries with it a certificate, a commenorative 200gm gol d
nedal | i on and a cash award of SR750,000 (US$200,000 - RM00, 000).

The award was created in 1976 in nenory of King Faisal ibn Abdel Aziz
after he was assassi nated by one of his nephews.

Prince Bandar, in a statement from Jeddah, said Dr Mahathir is a wdely
respected Muslim statesnman whose w sdom and noderation during his
prem ership have reflected the magnanity and forebearance of |slam

"H's policies have fostered rapport and cooperation between Mal aysi an
Musl i ms and non-Muslins, thereby enabling himto lead his country toward
noder ni sati on and econonic prosperity,” said the statenent.

The foundation also noted Dr Mahathir's inportant role in establishing
several Islamc, cultural and economic institutions in Mlaysia which
include the International Islamc University, the Islanic Centre, the
Islami c Bank and the I|slanic Economc Devel opnent Foundation of Ml aysia.

Prince Bandar also praised Dr Mahathir's key role in solving disputes
in Muslim countries and in supporting the rights of Mislim mnorities,
especially in Southeast Asia, through various Islamc organisations.

Dr Mahathir said the award showed the Saudi government recogni sed the
struggle of Umo to raise the status of Mislins.

He said the award would refute accusations that Umo had deviated from
t he teachings of Islam

Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysian governnment would use the Internet to
strengthen Islanmic values and correct confused perceptions of the religion.

The nmul timedia could and should be used to give a true picture of Islam
and to counter deviant teachings channelled through the Internet, he said.
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