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By: Ami n Husaini Harun

Rl YADH, March 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today Muslins in Ml aysia need not adopt a fanatical or
extrem st attitude in chanpioning the teachings of |slam

Fanatical and extremi st attitude to the extent of not accepting the
truth would only prove to be a loss to Muslins, he told Ml aysian
journalists before leaving for Kuala Lunpur after a three-day visit to
Saudi Arabi a.

Dr Mahathir earlier received the King Faisal International Award for
his contributions to Islam at a cerenmony here. He also held talks with
busi nessmen in Jeddah.

The Prine Mnister said the government strove to create a bal ance in
the teaching of Islam by introducing Islamc H story and also the history
before the conming of Islamin the Islamc subject in schools.

These historic factors were very inportant in preventing Mislins from
adopting a fanatical attitude, he said.

On the award, Dr Mahathir said to sone extent it represented
i nternational recognition of Malaysia' s efforts in the cause of I|slam

"They gave this recognition because in Ml aysia we have succeeded in
bri ngi ng about devel opnent at the sane tinme holding to religion. W have a
bal ance between material and spiritual wellbeing," he said.

On his talks with businessmen in Jeddah, the Prime Mnister said
Mal aysi an and Saudi Arabian private sectors could have joint ventures in
the construction field. -- BERNAMA
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