11 NOv 1997

MAHATHI R SAYS TI ME AND NEWSVWEEK STRENGTHEN H S POSI TI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said the suggestion by two American weekly news nagazi nes that he
shoul d step down has instead nade him" nore firmin his seat."

"One foreign nagazine clainms that the ringgit depreciates every tine |

open ny mouth and that when | |eave Ml aysia for overseas, the currency
regains value. Now | want to say that each tine that TIME and Newsweek
magazi nes open their nouth, | get a firmer seat here," he said.

" If there are anybody here who may represent TIME and Newsweek, please
convey to themny gratitute for their suggestion that | step down because
as a result that suggestion, | amnow nore firmy in ny seat," he said.

Dr Mahathir nmade these remarks when | aunching the national truck
H com Perkasa" here today.

He al so thanked the 18,000 people of Pahang for pledging their support
for himwhen they turned out in Pekan |ast Oct 18 for the schedul ed
| aunching of the national truck which had to be deferred to today as the
prime mnister was indi sposed then.

Dr Mahathir al so thanked opposition parties, PAS and the DAP for their
expressed support for himin dealing with the nation's current economc
crisis.-- BERNAMVA
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