19 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r- M nes
MAHATHI R SPEAKS OUT AGAI NST ATTEMPTS TO REJECT LANDM NES BAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today |anented the rejection by superpowers of attenpts to
outlaw | and nines throughout the world.

The superpowers are still bent on inventing, developing, testing and
selling weapons including better land mines, he said in a keynote address
on "Malaysia in the Next MIlennium Challenges for the New Ceneration" at
a Universiti Malaya Alumi gathering here.

"I't would seem that sone people feel that the world needs a cheap way
of killing people," he said without identifying the superpowers.

Sonme 100 countries ended a two-week conference in Gslo on Thursday by
formally adopting the final draft of the treaty to rid the world of a
weapon that kills or mains 26,000 people a year. The treaty is due to be
signed in Otawa, Canada, in Decenber.

The United States renmmined outside the treaty after President Bill
Clinton said his first priority was protecting US troops -- which he
charged the OGsl o agreenent has failed to do.

Dr Mahathir said mllions of the nmines were scattered throughout the

world, killing and maim ng innocent people long after the wars were over
Experts have said that while the treaty will help stop the use of |and
mnes, it would still take US$33 billion (RW9 billion) and 11 centuries,

at the current pace, to clear the 110 nillion active mnes scattered in 64
countries around the world.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed concern over the continued arms race despite
the end of the Cold War.

"New and nore sophisticated weapons are continously being invented
tested and produced for military forces which vie against each other in the
sophi stication of their nurderous capability.

"If there are no enemies to fight for the nonent, future enemies were
identified in order to justify vast suns of npney being expanded on
research, devel opment and production of arnms," he said

The Prinme Mnister said that to recoup the vast investnment in arns
production, small coutries were persuaded to buy.

"These countries do not foresee any attacks from anyone but they were
persuaded that they nust keep up with their friendly neighbours who have
been persuaded to equip their forces with certain weapons.

"And so they too buy even nore costly weapons. And when they do this
the nmedia from the weapons trading nations condem these countries for
carrying an arms race," he said.

Sayi ng these were happening today, Dr Mahathir said in this area the
future woul d not change radically fromthe present.

"The next century, the next milleniumwll see all these things
continue to happen. There may be variations but only in degree and
sophi stication,” he said at the function organised by the Universiti Ml aya
Alumi Association as part of its |lecture series. -- BERNAMVA
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