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MAHATHI R TO DELI VER KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT FUKUOKA DI ALOGUE

PETALI NG JAYA, March 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad will deliver a keynote address entitled "The Digital
Century: Opportunities for Mitual Collaboration between Japan and Mal aysia"
at the Fukuoka Di alogue to be held at the International Forum in Fukuoka,
Kyushu, on March 28.

The forumis jointly organised by the Asian Strategy and Leadership
I ncorporated Sdn Bhd (Asli), the Asia Business Centre and the N shinippon
Newspaper Co Ltd, both of Fukuoka.

Asli president Mrzan Mahathir told a news conference here today that
Dr Mahathir, who will be on a five-day official visit to Japan from March
25, had consented to address the forumto be opened by his Japanese
counterpart, Ryutaro Hashi noto.

He said that the forumis expected to be attended by some 1,800
Japanese busi nessnen and entrepreneurs.

Mrzan said that other distinguished Ml aysi an speakers at the dial ogue
woul d be International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, Pulau Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr
Koh Tsu Koon, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid and Milti-Media
Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr Ohman Yeop
Abdul | ah.

He said that anong other things, the dialogue is ainmed at pronoting
cl oser econom c and business relationship between Japan and Mal aysia and
encour agi ng Japanese small- and nedi umsized industries to invest in
Mal aysi a.

Besides pronoting closer nultilateral ties between other Asian
countries and Japan, it would al so enhance Japanese participation in
Mal aysia's Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) and facilitate strategic
alliances and joint ventures between Japanese and Mal aysi an conpanies with
special focus in areas related to the Information Technol ogy, he added.

Mrzan said focussing on the challenge for Asia in the digital century,
di scussi ons would be centred on energing corporate realities and how
strategic alliances and closer ties between Asia and Japan would neet the
challenges in the information era, in particular between Ml aysia and
Kyushu.

"Opportunities for Kyushu and Mal aysia fromthe MSC would al so be
expl ored as the Japanese business comunity in Kyushu had been very openly
supportive of Dr Mahathir's East Asia Econonic Caucus concept," he said.

Asi a Business Centre president Kenji Takinmto said a special session
woul d be held on the MSC the followi ng day (March 29) with Dr O hman who at
the dial ogue would deliver a paper on "The Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MsC)
- A Wrld dass Qpportunity for Japanese Businessnen”. -- BERNAMVA
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