17 AUG 1997

MAHATHI R TO HEAD PANEL TO STREAMLI NE SYARI AH LAWS

LANGKAW, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed will head the Syariah Law Streamining Comrittee set up by the
Rul ers' Conference recently.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman
said the commttee would hold its first nmeeting by end of this nonth, at
the | atest.

The comittee would conprise Islamc |aw experts, ulamas and
policynakers, he told reporters at the Kedah Umo convention here today.
Dr Hamid said the comrittee would review all Islanmic laws and the

powers vested with state Islamic religious departnents.

Streamining of the Islamic laws followed Dr Mahathir's displ easure on
the harsh action by the Selangar Religious Department against three Ml ay
beauty contestants for being indecently dressed in public.

Dr Mahathir was reported to have said that the action was not
reflective of the true image of Islam . -- BERNAMA
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