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Mahat hir-El ectric
MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH FI RST ELECTRI C CAR TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- The first electric car produced by
Perusahaan Otonobil Elektrik (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd (Poen) wll be |launched by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad tonorrow.

Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd executive chairman Datuk Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali said
Dr Mahathir will also nanme the "buggy" nodel car during the |aunching
cerenony at the Universiti Tenaga Nasional canmpus in Bangi.

He said the car fitted with nore than 50 per cent |ocal conponents was
concei ved and manufactured in only six nonths.

The |l ocal content would be increased fromtime to tine, he told
reporters after launching TNB's fami|ly day here today.

He said the first 10 such vehicles would be sent for the week-Iong
Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace (LIMA '97) Exhibition
begi nni ng Tuesday.

Dr Ahmad Tajuddin said tonorrow s |aunch would also mark the |arge
scal e production of the vehicle expected to be 500 in the initial stage.

He said the vehicle, which was not for road use, had received bookings
or intentions to buy from Malaysia Airports Berhad, Ml aysia Airlines
(MAS), Sukom N nety Eight Berhad and several holiday resorts in Langkaw .

" The first batch is only nmeant for use on private property but we are
assenbling another electric vehicle to be used on the road," he said.

He, however, declined to reveal details of the upconi ng nodels, saying
several units would be on display for the first tine tonorrow

On | ocal content, Dr Ahmad Taj uddin said, Poem sourced the parts from
| ocal manufacturers and nodified themto suit the vehicle.

Poem chaired by Dr Ahmad Tajuddin, is a joint venture conmpany in which
TNB hol ds 40 per cent and Fraser Nash of Britain 30 per cent, with the
remai ning by Conposite Autonotive Research (CAR), Misteq Industries and
FIMA Group chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail. -- BERNAVA
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