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Mahat hir-Vi sit
MAHATHI R TO STRENGTHEN BI LATERAL TIES WTH KUWAI T AND BAHRAI N

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will |eave here on Saturday for a visit to Kuwait and
Bahrain to add inpetus to bilateral relations between Ml aysia and the two
Qulf states, Wsma Putra said today.

Its West Asia, Africa and O ganisation of Islamc Conference Division
under - secretary, Datuk Deva Mhanmed Ri dzam Abdullah, said at a press
briefing that the combn desire is to develop new avenues for cooperation
in trade and investnent and cooperation in Third Wrld countries.

Deva said that Dr Mahathir would be in Kuwait for three days at the
invitation of Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Prime M nister Sheikh Saad
Al - Abdul I a Al - Sabah before | eaving for Bahrain for a three-day visit at the
invitation of Bahraini Prine Mnister Sheikh Khalifa bin Sul man Al -Khalifa.

In Kuwait, Dr Mahathir, who is | eading a 15-nenber official delegation,
will, anmong others, visit the Kuwait Liberation Tower, which is the world's
fourth highest telcomunications tower, and the Seif Palace, the
new y-conpl eted governnent conplex which houses the office of the state's
Emir, Prime Mnister and the Cabinet.

Mal aysia and Kuwait is expected to sign a double taxation agreenent
during a bilateral neeting schedul ed on the second day of the visit.

Deva said Ml aysia, which established relations with Kuwait in 1975,
had since signed econonmic and technical cooperation, cultural and
scientific, investment guarantee, trade and air services agreenents with
the state.

Kuwait Airways flew twice a week to Kuala Lunpur but tenporarily
termnated its service last year due to shortage of aircraft while Mlaysia
Airlines (MAS) flew to Kuwait as a stopover en route to London but
suspended its flights because of the Qulf crisis.

Kuwait is Malaysia's fifth largest trading partner in Wst Asia after
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan. Bilateal trade
bet ween Mal aysia and Kuwait amounted to RMR296 million |ast year.

Trade has always been in Ml aysia' s favour, on average of RMB2 million
since 1992.

Dr Mahathir will also be entertained to a state luncheon by the Emr,
Shei kh Jaber Al - Ahnmad Al - Sabah, on the second day of the visit. Later in
the day, he is scheduled to address Kuwaiti and Mal aysian businessnen at a
reception.

In Bahrain, apart froma bilateral neeting, Dr Mahathir will also
deliver a keynote address at the Gulf Econom c Forum and have a neeting
wi th the Bahraini Chanber of Conmerce and Bankers.

Deva said Bahrain was the first Arab country to diversify its econony
and today it is very strong in the light industrial sector especially
al um ni um

"It is a very inportant regional financial centre in terns of
conventional banking and offshore banking as well as Islam c financial
banki ng," he said. Bahrain established its first Islamc bank -- the
Bahrain Islamc Bank -- in 1979 and today it has the highest nunber of
I sl ami ¢ banks and other Islamic financial institutions.

Bahrain al so has a highly developed tourismindustry. "This offers a
good opportunity for Ml aysian banks and the tourism sector in Mlaysia,"
sai d Deva.

Total trade between Ml aysia and Bahrai n anmounted to about RMLOO



mllion last year with Ml aysia's exports valued at RVb4 nillion.

Mal aysi a and Bahrain signed an econom ¢ and techni cal cooperation and
the cultural and scientific cooperation agreenents in 1975 and an air
services agreenent in 1994,

However, MAS does not fly to Bahrain but Gulf Air flies twice a week to
Kual a Lunpur. -- BERNAMA
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