26 APR 1997
Mahat hir-Africa
MAHATHI R TO TOUR THREE AFRI CAN NATI ONS TO ENHANCE TI ES

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, April 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
visit the African continent next week in yet another endeavour to boost
Sout h- Sout h i nkages with three energi ng econoni es.

The week-long trip will take himto southern Africa with his first stop
in Malawi on May 1-3 followed by Botswana on May 3-7 and a brief stop-over
in South Africa on May 7.

The prine mnister's trip to Africa cones as dictatorships are yielding
to denocracy with nore than 25 sub- Saharan countries having held denocratic
el ections since 1990, tourists attractions are being upgraded and econonies
are expandi ng.

Dr Mahathir will be acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali.

To prove Malaysia's commtnment and determination in hel ping devel opi ng
countries, the prinme mnister will bring along a high-powered business
del egation. Al so acconpanying Dr Mahathir will be Energy,

Tel ecomuni cations and Posts Mnister Datuk Leo Mggi e and senior
governnent officials.

In Blantyre, the chief comercial and industrial city of the Republic
of Malawi, a south-central nation bounded by Myzanbi que, Tanzani a and
Zanbia, Dr Mahathir will hold talks with Ml awi an President Dr Bakili
Mul uzi .

Mal aysi a and Mal awi signed two agreenents -- on Trade and | nvest nent
Guarantee -- during Dr Muluzi's visit to Malaysia |ast Septenber.

During his three-day visit there, the prime mnister is scheduled to
tour the headquarters of Telekom Networks Linmted, a joint-venture conpany
bet ween Tel ekom Mal aysia Berhad and the Mal awi Posts and Tel ecomruni cations
Corporation, in Blantyre.

The conpany, which was issued a licence to operate a nobile cellular
conmuni cati ons system and a Packet Switched Data Network (PSDN), was
officially opened by Mggie in Blantyre on May 11 |ast year.

Mal aysia's trade with Malawi in 1996 stood at RM2.55 million, an
i ncrease of 36.4 per cent fromRML.87 nmillion in 1995.

Mal aysia's exports to Malawi include printed matters, alcohol, phenols
and derivatives, automamtic data processing nachines, electrical nmchinery
and apparel and clothing while Malawi exports mainly vegetables and tubers,
oil seeds and fruits to Ml aysia.

The second leg of the prime mnister's tour will be Botswana, an inland
country of southern Africa, bounded west and north by Nami bia, north-east
by Zanbi a and Zi nbabwe, and south by South Africa.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled for a tete-a-tete with Botswana President Sir
Ketumile Masire upon his arrival in Gaborone, the capital of Botswana on
May 3.

Sir Ketumile was in Langkawi last July to attend the Second Langkaw
I nternational D alogue on Smart Partnership.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to address the Botswana- Mal aysi a Busi ness
Council and to travel to Kasane, north of Gaborone, on May 4 to deliver his
keynote address at the First South African International Dialogue 1997.

At present, there are no Mal aysian investnments in Botswana which is the
worl d' s | argest producer of dianonds by val ue.

Mal aysia's trade with Bostwana in 1996 increased to RML.35 nmillion from
RVD.54 million in 1995.



Dr Mahathir will be in South Africa on May 7 where he will receive the
"Order of Good Hope", South Africa's highest award, from President Nelson
Mandel a i n Cape Town.

The prine mnister nade an unofficial visit to South Africa in 1992 and
an official one in August 1995 while Mandela last visited Ml aysia |ast
nont h. -- BERNAMVA
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