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MAHATHI R TO ATTEND D-8 SUMM T I N | STANBUL

By: Mkhtar Hussain

| STANBUL, June 13 (Bernanm) -- After an encouragi ng m ssion to Europe
to pronote the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC), Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s next stop is this Turkish city where he will attend an inaugura
I sl am ¢ economic sumrt dubbed the D8, beginning on Sunday.

The Prine Mnister will be anong the the |eaders of eight Mislinountries
to attend the neeting officially known as the Goup of Eight
I sl am ¢ Devel oping Countries (D-8) sunmt.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali, are
scheduled to arrive here tonorrow at 4pm (9pm Ml aysi an tine).

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi will acconpany Dr Mahat hir
at the sunmmit.

Apart from Mal aysia and Turkey, the other nenber countries are
Bangl adesh, Egypt, Indonesia, lran, N geria and Pakistan.

The D-8 is the brainchild of Necnettin Erbakan who nooted the idea in
July 1996 after taking over the preniership. He had said that the grouping
was not an alternative to the Organisation of the Islamc Conference (AC).

He said the AOC, in its current form could not achieve nuch and has to
be restructured while Islamc countries should rapidly increase trade anong
t hensel ves and thus add nuscle to their copperation.

Abdul I ah, who attended a ministerial neeting in January to discuss the
formation of D8, said the grouping could becone a catal yst for
revitalising the O C and give neaning to Islamc cooperation and
solidarity.

A Wsma Putra official said that in order to ensure the success of the
groupi ng, Malaysia felt that D-8 should focus on "practical and realisable
projects" to avoid having white el ephants.

He said Malaysia also felt that whatever project to be inplenented by
the D8 should be opened to other Mislimand non-Mislim countries

The secretariat of the D8 had been set up in Istanbul and every nenber
country had been given entrusted tasks based on the their respective
strength.

The official said Ml aysia was expected to share its experience in
privatisation, Islamc banking and insurance anong the nenber countries.

Projects for rural developnment is assigned to Bangl adesh, trade
(Egypt), human resource devel opnent (Il ndonesia), science and technol ogy and
information (lran), agriculture (Pakistan), industry and health (Turkey).

Cooperation anong the D-8 frouping woul d be based on six principles --
peace instead of conflict; dialogue instead of confrontation; cooperation
i nstead of exploitation; justice instead of doubl e-standard; equality
i nstead of discrimnation; and denocracy instead of oppression.

Proponents of the D8, which has a total population of 650 mllion, see
the grouping as simlar to the group of seven (G7) industrial nations and
group of 15 devel oping countries (Gl5).

During his stay here, Dr Mahathir will also take the opportunity to
hold talks with several |eaders attending the sumit. He is scheduled to
call on Turkish president Sul eyman Demral and Erbakan

The Prinme Mnister is scheduled to leave for Beirut on Mnday for a
three-day official visit to Lebanon. -- BERNAMVA
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