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MAHATHI R URGES MUSLI M5 TO REFORM THOUGHTS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Prine mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed has urged Muslins to bring about reformation to potted thinking
whi ch confuses them as such thoughts are not based on the true teachi ngs of
I sl am

Dr Mahathir said present day realities have to be accepted and
sel f-deception of the true teachings of Islam could only undernine efforts
by Muslins to take on the challenges of the 21st century.

"The reformation that is required of Miuslins is one that can guide them
back to Islanmic teachings unadulterated by deviant interpretations, edicts
and fatwas surfacing during the past 1,400 years after Hegira," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when delivering a key-note address at a
conference here today on reformation and challenges facing Muslins in the
region in the 21st century.

The prine minister the reformation should take back Muslins to the
teachi ngs of the Quran and the wi sdom of Prophet Mihanmad which put first
br ot herhood and avoi dance of hostilities anmbng Muslins with divergent
interpretations of what |slam should be.

Dr Mahathir also urged Miuslinms to master other disciplines apart from
religious know edge to safeguard them fromtheir enemes who are out to
split and weaken them

Dr Mahathir said the chall enges posed by the advent of the 21st century
are conpounded by the information and other new technol ogi es which would
radically alter the lives of mankind.

He said no one could isolate oneself fromthe world community and such
t echnol ogi es.

Mastery of the technol ogi es woul d enabl e those possessing themto do
al nost anything they fancied including discrimnating against Mislins and
Islamic countries, he said.

This had happened in Bosnia, Chechnya, Pakistan and south Asia where
those in possession of high technol ogy all owed mass nurders of Muislins, he
sai d.

He said there was no disputing the necessity for Muslins to acquire
religious know edge but there was al so no reason whey they should only
specialise in that field al one.

" Does it nmean that all Muslim students should be experts only
theol ogical disciplines to the extent of ignoring nastery of other fields
whi ch coul d devel op and safeguard Muslins at large," he said.

He said reinforcing Muslinms' resilience and that of Islamic countries
required tine, political stability, efficient adm nistration, know edge and
wealth as well as ownership of sophisticated industries and defence
syst ens.

Dr Mahathir said not a snmall nunber of Mislins, especially the
extrem sts, who were inpatient and hasty in carrying out revolutions and
conmitting acts of blind terrorism against other Mislins.

Because they were ill-prepared in their actions, they only wasted
whatever little potency they possessed without really achieving anything in
the end, he said.

Instead, he said, they only created chaos and turnoil in Islamc
countries and in doing so they had indirectly and unconsciously worked hand
in hand with the enemies of Islam including Zionists.

"Because of such people, not nmany Islamc countries are being run well



and devel oped to face the challenges of the 21st century whereas followers
of other religions were progressive, stronger and nore arrogant in
oppressing the backward, weaker and divided and easily nanipul ated
Muslinms," he said.

Dr Mahathir said besides a stable governnment, what also could save the
Muslinse was a denocractically elected Islanic admnistration through
consensus and not by deceit or by putting fear anong Mislins through
devi ant teachings.

He said divergent views and misinterpretations of I|slanic teachings
woul d persist in the Islamc society.

But those who had devi ated, he said, had to be guided back to the true
path but the approach to doing that should be nore subtle and with finesse
t hrough consensus and not pressure, oppression and injustice

Dr Mahathir said tol erance and brotherhood should be put first in the
even of disagreenent.

Attempts to use force which could only lead to split and endl ess
vi ol ence shoul d be avoi ded at all costs, he added. -- BERNAMVA
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