21 APR 1997

MAHATHI R VI SI TS DESI GN CENTRE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today visited the Centre for Advanced Design (Cenfad), set
up here in affiliation with New York's worl d-renowned Parsons School of
Desi gn.

Dr Mahathir spent nore than one hour at the RVMb-nillion centre which
was established | ast year.

The centre has facilities like the state-of-the-art digital conputer
| aboratory, a library, a tool shop and facilities for video conferencing
and di stance | earning and teaching.

When briefing the prinme minister, Cenfad' s chairnman of Liberal Studies
M chael Barrett said the centre would try to educate Ml aysi ans and
Sout heast Asians in dealing with their design needs.

He said the centre would provide students with the tools to turn them
into internationnally-recogni sed designers.

Barrett said Parsons had produced such well-known designers |ike Donna
Karan and Zang Toi

Cenfad current enrol nent of 34 conprised students from Ml aysi a,

Si ngapore and | ndonesi a.

Those who conplete a four-year course will receive a Bachel or of Fine
Arts degree from Parsons while those pursuing a three-year course, a
Diploma in Fine Arts. -- BERNAMVA
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