08 MAY 1997

MAHATHI R WANTS BN TO G VE ATTENTI ON TO BY- ELECTI ONS

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 8 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad wants Bari san Nasional to concentrate on the series of by-elections
bei ng contested by candidates fromthe ruling coalition.

"I call upon Umo and Barisan Nasional to be united and give full
support to their candidates,” he told a news conference at the Sultan Abdul
Aziz Shah Airport in Subang upon arriving froma week-long visit to three
African countries.

Al so present were Deputy Prime Mnister Menteri Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim and several other cabinet mninisters and Umo | eaders.

Dr Mahathir, who is the BN and Unmo president, wants party nenbers to
give their backing to forner Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister
Dat uk Abu Hassan Orar who has been nanmed as the new Menteri Besar of
Sel angor .

Abu Hassan, the former MP for Kuala Selangor, will contest the
Permat ang state assenbly seat while the assenbl yman who vacated the
Per mat ang seat, Datuk Janml uddin Adnan, will contest the Kuala Sel angor
seat. The two by-elections will be held on May 29.

Q her com ng by-elections are for the Teluk Intan parlianmentary seat
(May 17) Kenena state seat in Sarawak (May 24 and 25) and Repah state seat
in Negeri Senbilan (May 29). -- BERNAMA
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