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Mahat hi r - Accur acy
MAHATHI R WARNS MEDI A NOT TO ABUSE | TS POVER

KUALA LUMPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
today warned the nmedia that it will be doing a disservice to the people if
it abuses and corrupts its power in the name of press freedom

The Prine Mnister said their subscribers paid them good noney and
actually supported their existence in order to get accurate reports and
information to assist themin maki ng deci sions.

"Newspapers and the nmedia often condemmed governnents for m suse of
power and for abuse of power or corruption but is it not corruption and an
abuse of power to do sonmething you know very well is wong sinply because
you the media have power," he said when opening the Kuala Lunpur Bureau of
t he Japanese financial newspaper "N hon Keizai Shinbun" or w dely known as
Ni kkei, here.

Dr Mahathir, who spoke off the cuff on press freedom and the inportance
of accurate reporting by the nedia, said there was really nothing to gain
by contentious reporting and by passing remarks which were not based on any
facts at all.

"Yes we do nmake mistakes in Malaysia, we sonetinme do wong things here
but they must be reported in the proper perspective. This is not only for
our own good, it is also for the good of those who transact things with us
as they need to have the right kind of information," he added

Dr Mahathir said accuracy was very inmportant because people would want
to read nore reports which were accurate and that which would serve the
pur pose of maki ng deci sions.

He said such reports were much better than those which were tendentious
and nerely satisfied the urge of sone people to denigrate a devel opi ng
country |ike Mal aysi a.

"I nvestors need to have infornmation before they can invest. Traders
need information before they can do any trade with any country. Any
information is much nore inportant of course if it is accurate," he said.

The Prine Mnister said it was a very conmon practice of the media to
publish sensational and negative reports as they apparently attracted nore
readers and subscribers than positive reports.

He said the nedia always highlighted the negative aspect of everything
that it reported although it realised that there was a need for good and
accurate reporting.

Dr Mahathir pointed out that it was actually a disturbance to the
readers if the nmedia were to report inaccurately or to report what the
nedia would like to see happening rather than what was really happening

For exanple, he said Malaysia had tinme and again been reported as a
country which was about to break out into racial violence due to the
"inconpatibility" of its multi-racial, multi-language and nulti-religious
popul ati on.

"But yet Malaysia today is one country where we manage to |ive and work
together to build this country. Ml aysia's econonic perfornance is actually
the result of political stability in the country," he added

The Prime Mnister also disnmissed allegations, especially by the Wst,
that the government controlled the press in Ml aysia.

"I would like to point out that those who said this have never bothered
to read the vernacul ar papers which have nothing good to say about this
governnment, at |east some of them™ he added.

Dr Mahathir said the kind of things that the nedia reported about him



especially the newspapers controlled by opposition parties were sufficient
for himto sue themfor I|ibel

"But I will not sue them because | believe in press freedom After all
what they say is not going to hurt nme that nuch. So why should | bother to
do anything which will only draw a lot of unfair criticismtowards the

government and towards ne," he said, adding that there would be no such
newspapers if there was no press freedomin Ml aysi a.

The Prinme M nister however pointed out that press freedom nust cone
with press responsibility because the governnent and the nedia had the role
to ensure that the country renai ned stable.

"I'f you start stirring up racial hatred in a country which is
multi-racial |ike Malaysia, you are going to danmage this country, you are
going to danage the najority of the people who do not want to see viol ence
in this country," he said, adding that the nedia could protest but it
shoul d not disrupt the peace and harnony of the country.

On denocracy, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had its own way of doing
t hi ngs.

"There are limits to everything and in Ml aysia we believe that there
also limts in denocracy. If denocracy can | ead to anarchy, we should do
something to correct it," he said. -- BERNAMA
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