10/ 08/ 1997

Mahat hir: Let's ai mhigh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
sai d Mal aysi ans should not be afraid to set high targets as they have
proven they can rival the best.

He said Ml aysi ans were able to take on the best and should not regard
t hensel ves inferior to others.

"W have achi eved success in many fields. The | atest being our success
in scaling Munt Everest, the highest peak in the world,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this before flagging off the 2nd Asian Rally at Dataran
Mer deka t oni ght.

Al so present were Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muihyi ddi n Yassin and
Land and Co-operative Devel opnment M nister Datuk Osu Sukam Osu is al so
president of the Motoring Association of Ml aysia.

Atotal of 75 cars, representing 50 teans are taking part in the rally
whi ch ends in Bangkok next Saturday.

Al so put on display was the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s chal | enge trophy.

One-hundred and thirty two participants fromthe United States, Japan,
Tai wan, Thailand, Australia and Mal aysia are taking part in the event.

While referring to the world' s |largest |eather drumwhi ch was put on
display at the flagging off, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans who have hi gh
anbitions should go all out to achieve results.

"Even the worl d's biggest drum which has great sound, has plenty of
enpty air.

"W should not be |ike that. W should aspire to achieve our targets,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the peopl e should be proud of the fact that Ml aysi ans
had reached the Everest peak.

"W agai n congratul ate those who had put in unrelenting efforts and
preparations to scale Everest. Sone of themeven |ost their toes but never
gave up," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was al so probably the first tine a teamfroma
tropi cal region had managed to scale the world' s highest peak.

"We live in a tropical region. Sone of us have not even seen ice except
inthe refrigerator, but yet we were successful," he said.

Dr Mahathir said setting high targets was not show ng off.

"It is a way to boost our confidence. This way we can be successful in
many ot her fields.

"It is just another way of saying Mal aysia Bol eh," he said.

He said it was his hope to see a larger participation intherally in
future.

"It is also ny hope that the distance of the rally be increased. | was
told by Mihyiddin (Tan Sri) that there are big plans to have a rally from
here to Beijing.

"That is a long distance. Maybe we can first get to Canbodia, Laos or
Vietnam We will nove ahead little by little until we reach Kunm ng and
then Beijing," he said.

He said that at the sane tine, efforts should al so be nade to find new
routes to these destinations.

Dr Mahathir |l ater congratul ated the organi sers of the event and wi shed
the partici pants success.

( END)
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