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MAHATHI R: KLI A DELAY NOT CRI Tl CAL

By: Ruhil Amani Zainal Abidin

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said the delay in commissioning the KL International Airport (KLIA)
in Sepang for commercial operations "is not critical" as its re-schedul ed
opening is still in the first quarter of next year.

Dr Mahathir said its reschedul ed conmm ssioning for commrerci al
operations was not considered very late as the 1998 Commonweal th Ganes
woul d only be held in Septenber.

The RWMB-billion project was originally scheduled for opening on Jan 1,
before the Ganes from Sept 11-21.

"I don't think it is very critical. It will be opened within the first
quarter of next year. In fact, we are not having the Commonweal th Ganes
until in the third quarter of the year, so we are not very late," he told

reporters here after |aunching a conpany called InterAsia Fairs and
Exhi bi ti ons Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on recent reports that the KLIA would
only be operational within the first quarter of next year.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who announced the
delay last Tuesday, said it was to ensure that everything was in order
before the KLI A was conmi ssioned for conmercial operations.

Dr Mahathir said he would be visiting the KLIA site on Aug 15 and
expected to be briefed on the problenms faced by the project.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir also w tnessed the signing of an agreenent
on joint collaboration between the conpany and Hannover Fairs Asia Pte Ltd
to organise three international exhibitions in Mlaysia.

InterAsia Fairs and Exhibitions Chairnman Senator Datuk |brahim Ali
signed on behalf of the conpany, while Senator Prof Dr Klaus Goehrmann for
Hannover Fairs Asia.

The three proposed exhibitions are the Multinedia, Information
Technol ogy and Tel ecomunications (MT 98), the Mlaysia Industrial Fair
(MF '"98) and the Autonotive Technol ogy Exhibition Ml aysia (ATM '99).

Al'l are scheduled to be held at the M nes Resort, here.

The MT '98, to be held fromCct 6 to 10 1998, focuses on nultinedia,

i nformati on technol ogy, networking, telecomunications, data security and
sof tware devel opnent.

The MF '98, fromDec 2 to 5 1998, will feature a cross-section of
i ndustrial technol ogi es such as nechani cal engineering, production and
manuf acturing, electrical and electronic engineering, and robotics and
aut omati on.

The ATM '99, from June 22 to 25,1999 is an autonotive downstream
exhi bition highlighting automative manufacturing, assenbly and conponents
manufacturing. . -- BERNAVA

RAZ rn



	MAHATHIR: KLIA DELAY NOT CRITICAL (Bernama 07/08/1997)

