08 AUG 1997

MAHATHI R: GOVERNVENT TO STREAMLI NE SYARI AH LAWS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- The governnent will streamine the
Syariah laws in the country to prevent actions that nmay tarnish the inage
of Islam Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said today.

He said the streamlining will include a review of the role and powers
of religious officials, especially muftis, in issuing fatwas as these are
seen as being inconsistent with their role as religious advisors to the
gover nment .

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this after chairing a
four-hour neeting of the party's supreme council here. -- BERNAMA
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