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Mahat hir-Maal Hijrah
MAHATHI R: ACQUI RE KNOW.EDGE TO PROTECT MUSLI M5

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed has urged Muslins to acquire as much know edge and skills as
possi bl e to design, manufacture and use nodern tools to safeguard
t hensel ves.

He said although they were aware that their security was their own

responsibility, Miuslins still depended on others to protect them and nade
no effort to bear that responsibility.

“I't Wwll not do by just basking in other Mislins' adulation of us if we
still fail in carrying out obligations as required by Islam" Dr Mhathir

said in his nessage to nmark the 1418 Maal H jrah or the advent of the 1418
Musl i m new year.

He said Muslinms should acquire wealth w thout which it would be
i mpossi ble to manufacture the equipnment required to protect thenselves.

Peace and political stability were pre-requisites to enrichnent of a
nati on, he said adding that the Quran repeatedly enphasises that God
chasti ses troubl e- makers.

Dr Mahathir said nmuch of Islamc teachings was being negl egted as
Muslins only concentrated on certain religious aspects and on accusing
others as being |l ess holy than them

He noted that Muslins nostly put trivial matters first to the extent of
negl ecting key elenments in Islam such as Mislim brotherhood.

Dr Mahathir said what was actually meant by Hjrah is inproving the |ot
of Muslinms by striving to enrich themin terns of know edge, skills and
noney.

"Al though we observe Maal Hijrah every year, we celebrate it wthout
maki ng any point to learn from Prophet Muhamuad's flight from Mekah to
Madi nah, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms would |ose out if they did not apply Prophet
Muhammad hijrah incident to serve as a beacon in the journey through life
of a Muslimindividual, society and nation. -- BERNAVA
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