25 APR 1997
Mahat hir-1 srael
MAHATHIR: M SI A REJECTS REPEATED | SRAELI REQUEST FOR TIES

PETALI NG JAYA, April 25 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad said Malaysia is ignoring Israel's repeated request for
di plomatic ties because Kuala Lumpur is not satisfied with the Zionist
regine's attitude towards Pal esti ne.

"We've said it that we shall not have diplomatic ties with them until
they honour their agreement not to be hostile to the Palestinians,” he said
during a question and answer session at a synposium here on "The Islamc
Wrld and d obal Cooperation: Preparing for the 21st Century" which he
opened earlier.

Dr Mahathir said Israel did not give freedomto Pal estine and "because
of this we don't want to have diplomatic ties with them"

He was asked to clarify Malaysia's stand on ties with Israel in the
light of an Israeli team taking part in an international cricket tournanent
in Kuala Lunpur recently.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged that the presence of the Israeli cricketeers
triggered public anger at the governnent although the idea behind allow ng
them here was to open the eyes of the Israelis to Islams virtues upheld in
Mal aysi a.

He said it was never the intention to do sonething that would put the
Muslins at a disadvantage or to defeat the purpose of the Pal estinian
struggl e.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia had supported the Pal estinian cause nore than
anyone el se.

"W shall not betray the Islamic struggle, but fighting for cause does
not sinply mean exchanging gunfire. There are other ways of doing it, " he
sai d.

During the session Dr Mahathir reminded Miuslins to be wary of Wstern
imperialismin various fornms including propagating the concept of
gl obal i sati on and borderl ess worl d.

By applying this concept, the West, which is superior in strength
would easily infiltrate and overcone Miuslim countries in all fields
i ncl udi ng econom cs, science and technol ogy and subsequently the entire
Islamic life.-- BERNAVA
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