21 JuL 1997
MAHATHI R COUNTRY UNDER CONTRCL DURI NG MY LEAVE

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

OKAYAMA, JAPAN, July 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said that during his absence on two nonths |eave abroad,
the situation at hone has al ways been under control.

"Although I'"mnot in Malaysia, |I'min regular contact with (Acting
Prime Mnister) Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim" he told Mlaysian journalists
covering the prine mnister's working visit to Japan here today.

Dr Mahathir is schedul ed hone tonorrow.

The prime minister said he constantly followed internal devel oprnents
back home and they were not critical to warrant his immediate return.

He said he had regul ar discussions or casual conversations wth Anwar
via video teleconferencing.

Dr Mahathir said he went on leave to clear the mnd.

"When we are away we can see the situation back hone nore clearly,"” he
sai d.

"W tend to mss the forest for the trees,” added Dr Mahathir.

-- Bernanma
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