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Mahat hir: D8 nust show results (HL)

Jailani Harun in |stanbu

| STANBUL, Sun: The world's youngest econom ¢ groupi ng, the Devel opi ng-8
(D-8), nust showirrefutable results on a yearly basis if it wants to gain
credibility, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"If we fail, then we should not nake a pretence of being useful. W
shoul d fold up rather than hold neani ngl ess neetings. That is the
chal | enge that we have to face,"” he said.

Addressing the inaugural summt neeting of the D-8 here today, he al so
i ssued a stinging warning that in order to ensure success inits
undertaki ngs, the D-8 menbers nust first secure internal politica
stability and a strong governnment as to accelerate growh in individua
nati on.

Wthout political stability, he said, even the economically strong will
become weak while the economically weak will become totally paral ysed.

"I would like once again to make it clear and to enphasise that | am not
advocating authoritarian rule. | amadvocating denocracy as it practised
by the Western denocrats during their denocracy infancy.

"When they were | ess |iberal denocratically, no one condemed them or
threatened them W are asking that we be allowed to evol ve our denocracy
at our own pace without harassment and threats," he said.

Once the D8 is politically stable, then only can its participating
countries focus seriously on economic growh and the welfare of their
peopl e.

"Ml aysi a has copi ed openly and unashanmedly fromothers. W copied from
the West and when the East did well, we initiated our Look East policy. W
even learn fromthe failures of others for then we woul d know what to
avoid. And still we are |ooking around in order to learn fromothers," he
sai d.

Saying that this is the reason Mal aysi an wel comed the D-8, Dr Mahathir
stressed the need for the grouping to work cohesively together for nutual
benefit.

Citing the South-South cooperation as an exanple, he said trade between
menbers of the Group of 15 and with ot her devel opi ng countries has grown
trenendously, and simlarly trade between devel opi ng countries of South-
East Asia has trebled in just five years.

The D-8 countries, he said, can increase trade between themas well if
they put in place the necessary policy and | egal framework, but again
this can only be done by a strong political |eadershinp.

"Cooperation between countries is now the accepted fornula for
accel erating progress and devel opnent. Even the devel oped countries are
forming unions in order to grow their econony. It is now recogni sed that
the nost inportant thing to any Governnent or country is the well-being of
its own people.

"Certainly for devel oping countries |ike ours, cooperation for economc
devel oprent is even nore inportant. Qur people are in need not so ruch for
af fl uence as they need just the basic necessities of Iike in order to live
with dignity as befitting nenbers of the hunan race

"It is true that there is strength in nunbers. But nunbers can al so
wei gh us down. In the eight countries of this group, there are al nost 800
mllion people. Whether they will contribute to strengthening us or
whet her they will wei gh us down depends very nmuch on us,"” he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, subscribes to the initial small nenbership of the D-8



because it is nore manageabl e. Once progress or success has been achi eved,
t he nmenbership could be open to others. The foundi ng menbers of the D-8
are Turkey, Malaysia, lran, Egypt, N geria, Bangl adesh, Indonesia and
Paki st an.

The Prime M nister also said that apart from bei ng devel opi ng countri es,
menbers of the D-8 have a | arge Muslim popul ati on

"I sl am has been bl amed by Muslins and non-Mislins alike, for the
backwar dness of our countries. | happen to think that this is not true
I slam had not only inspired the feuding primtive Arabs to unite and build
the greatest enpire in history but it has also enriched materially,
spiritually and in terms of human know edge all those who accepted the
faith.

"If today's Muslins are backward, it cannot be due to Islam It is npst
likely to be due to erroneous interpretation of Islanic teachings. There
are in our countries many who are learned in Islam The majority of them
wi sh to see the return of past greatness. W should call upon themto
sincerely study and interpret the teachings of Islam" he said, adding
that it is illogical to think that a religion could be the cause for a
great civilisation to decline and fall.

"It is not Islamwhich is wong. It is the umah who have failed the
religion. How el se can we explain the quarrels and wars between Misli s
when | slamenjoins us to be brothers? Yet there are many anbng us who
bl atantly preach enmity between us and not brotherhood. Is |Islamwong or
are those who interpret the religi on wong?"

Dr Mahathir said the D-8 nmust serve as a purposeful forumof |ike-m nded
countries to exchange views and devi se specific programme of actions for
ef fective cooperati on anong t hensel ves.

The D-8, which is formed within the Organi sation of |slanic Conference
(A C is meant to spur aggressive economic relations anong the O C
menbers. It was proposed by Turkish Prime Mnister Dr Necnettin Erbakan
| ast year. The summit is attended by all but heads of governnent from
Egypt and Ni geri a.

( END)
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