07 SEP 1997
Umo-Ci garette
MAHATHI R "NABS" M NI STER THROW NG Cl GARETTE BUTT I N FLOAER POT

By: Sobrey Jaafar

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- A minister was "caught" not by police
or enforcenent officers at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) but by Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad hinself for throwing a cigarette butt into a
fl ower pot during the Umo General Assenbly.

Though "no snoking" signs were seen in every nook and corner of the
bui | di ng, many just ignored it.

The minister, who was snoking outside the no-snoking zone yesterday,
was "nabbed" by the Prime Mnister when he (the ninister) threw the
cigarette butt into a flower pot in front of the VIP |ounge.

The incident was related to Bernama by a top official of Putrade Sdn
Bhd, the conpany which nmanages the PWC.

He exposed the incident when asked about the "no snoking" signs being
ignored by many Umo del egates, observers, journalists and the public
during the four-day assenbly which ends today.

" You know, yesterday PM hinself caught one ninister when he saw him
throwing a cigarette butt in the flower pot," said the officer pointing to
the flower pot.

According to the officer, Dr Mahathir told the mnister: So you are
the culprit who Iikes to throw rubbish in flower pots, I'mtrying to clean
Bukit Bintang, but you ...."

Recently Dr Mahathir was irked by the people's indifferent attitude
towards cl eanliness when he saw rubbish scattered in Bukit Bintang.

The issue of Bukit Bintang being dirty was al so rai sed by del egates at
the assenbly.

Kedah del egate Datuk Badruddin Amiruldin said he synpathised with Dr
Mahat hir who also had to deal with the rubbish problem in Bukit Bintang
which is the job of the Kuala Lunpur City Hall.

Snoking is anong the habits which Dr Mahathir disliked nost and he had
often voiced his views on the matter. -- BERNAMVA

SJA AU TS



	MAHATHIR "NABS" MINISTER THROWING CIGARETTE BUTT IN FLOWER POT (Bernama 07/09/1997)

