30 APR 1997
Mahat hi r - wor ker s
MAHATHI R ACKNOALEDGES WORKERS' CONTRI BUTI ON TO NATI ON- BUI LDI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, 30 April (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad expressed confidence that the tri-partite cooperation
bet ween unions, the private sector and the government under Ml aysia
I ncorporated woul d accel erate national devel opment and boost inconme for
all.

In his nessage to nmark Workers Day tonorrow, Dr Mahathir said he was
happy and wel coned the unions' w llingness to cooperate with the private
sector and the governnent.

Industrial action would not bring any good, he said, if the society
remai ned inpoverished, the country in chaos and trade and manufacturing
non- exi stent.

"It istinme for us to seek a better way to resolve probl ens between
enpl oyers and workers.

"Wealth should be equally distributed between all parties -- the
enpl oyer, worker, investor and society," said Dr Mbhathir

Dr Mahat hir advised unions and workers to reflect on the problens
besetting Western countries such as unenpl oynent of between 10 and 50 per
cent.

On the contrary, job opportunities in Ml aysia exceeded the | abour
supply and the shortage of |ocal |abour had pushed up wages by severa
folds, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government was all for wage increase as it wanted
the people's living standard to keep inproving but a wage increase greater
than productivity would only cause inflation in prices of goods and |iving
costs.

"More than that,if our goods and services becone expensive, we will not
be able to conpete internationally .. our industry will |ose out and
eventually will not be able to support jobs for us. In another words we'l

be jobless," he said.

Thi s had happened to devel oped countries in Europe resulting in
di stressed workers having to live under bridges, sleeping on park benches
were frozen to death during winter or becane nentally ill.

Dr Mahathir said Western countries used to entertain their workers
demands as they could siphon away riches fromtheir col onies but these
col oni es were now i ndependent and able to conpete with their col onial
mast ers.

The West exported industrial action to devel oping countries so that
their forner colonies could not conmpete with them he said.

"In the past they have never bothered about the sufferings of our
workers. Can we now trust them when they say they are saddened by the
di scrim nation of our workers?"

Dr Mahathir said industrial actions and strikes originated fromthe
West where their application was rel evant because enployers were indeed
di scrim natory of the workers.

But when unions grew stronger and were successful, justice becane
secondary and instead wage increase was put first regardl ess of whether the
enpl oyer could afford to pay or not.

"I'n other words, demands were entertained based on who is stronger. It
is not nmuch different from settling a dispute through a boxing match which
is very prinmtive,"” he said.

In the process, both sides got battered and injured and eventually the



soaring costs of settlenment had to be borne by society in the form of
i nflation.
In a civilised society, settlenment of dispute between two parties is
done by a third and uninvol ved party, said Dr Mhathir.
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