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MAHATHI R PRI VATI SATI ON ENABLES MALAYSI ANS TO ENJOY LATEST TECHNCLOGY

ALOR SETAR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today that Ml aysia's privatisation policy had enabled the people to enjoy
the | atest devel opnents in technol ogy i mediately.

The Prine Mnister said previously the people were unable to enjoy such
facilities owing to tedious bureaucratic procedures of government agencies
i n deci sion-meki ng before the services could be made available to the
peopl e.

"Before Tel ekom Mal aysia was privatised, there were a |ot of
bureaucratic procedures which need to be adhered to before a decision is
made. As a result, by the tinme a decision is nmade, the technol ogy has
al ready changed," he said when opening the Menara Alor Setar at Lebuh Raya
Darul Anman, here

However, after privatisation, the company could easily keep abreast
with the [atest developnents in the tel ecommunications sector as it could
meke its own decision to provide the |atest services to the people.

"The conpany now brings technology into the country. Before we receive
technol ogy but now we export," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was a simlar story with regards to privatisation
of highway construction in the country.

He said the governnent was prepared to hand over the construction and
mai nt enance of highways to the private sector at a much |lower price so that
t he peopl e woul d not be burdened wi th high costs.

The governnent's decision to privatise was to help all those involved
in the venture from project concessionaires, workers, the people and the
governnent, he said.

"The concessionaires can reap profits, the governnent gets tax, workers
at all levels receive better salaries and the people enjoy good facilities
at a cheaper price," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the rapid changes sweeping through the country were
inevitable as the country would remai n backward, weak and easily exploited
by others if failed to progress in tandemw th the changes taking place.

The Prine Mnister also said the people should change their mndset to
appreciate the facilities provided by the authorities.

For instance, they should use the facilities at Menara Al or Setar
wi sely so that they could last |ong, he said.

He | ater opened the tower by signing his name on a plaque. Present were
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts
M ni ster Datuk Leo Mggie.

The Tel ekom Mal aysi a- owned 165. 5m hi gh tower which functions as a
tel ecommuni cations tower is also a tourist attraction

It has a revolving restaurant, a souvenir shop, open cinema and public
gal lery.

The architectural design of the tower depicted a padi stal k synbolising
Kedah as the country's rice bow.

It is the second tallest telecomunication tower in the country after
Menara Kual a Lumpur and the 19th tallest building in the world

In his speech, Tel ekom Mal aysia chief executive Datuk Mhaned Said
Mohaned Ali said the conpany had all ocated RML12 million for
tel ecommunication facilities in Kedah

He said the conpany woul d continue poviding sophisticated and | atest
t el ecomruni cati ons network in Kedah to boost the state's economc growh



More than 120, 000 people have visited the tower since it was opened to
the public on March 1. -- BERNAMA
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