24/ 08/ 1997
Mai n Sukom venue wi |l be even better (HL)

Randhi r Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The cost of building the national sports conmplex in
Bukit Jalil, the main venue for the 1998 Commonweal t h Games, has increased
by al nbst RM300 m|lion due to changes and additional facilities.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d several changes and
enhancenents were nade to the indoor stadi umand sw nm ng pool which
resulted in the higher costs.

"Actually, it is not cost overrun. Just that we made sone changes ..

t here were many additi ons.

"There is an increase of alnmpst RVMBOO million due to the enhancenents,"
said Dr Mahathir when he visited the conpl ex today.

He said the changes included an increase in the seating capacity of the
i ndoor stadiumfrom8,000 to 13,000, and the inclusion of a roof for the
sSwi nmi ng ar ena.

The cost of the main stadium indoor stadium and sw nm ng pool has now
gone up to RW/47 mllion.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent woul d bear the additional costs, not the
contractors, United Engineers (M Bhd.

He said the entire conplex, including the Ganes Village, the hockey
stadi um squash stadi um external works and infrastructure works, wll
cost RMR billion.

"That makes it the single biggest sports conplex project other than
South Korea's for the 1988 A ynpics. The open stadiumis one of the
bi ggest in Asia with 100,000 capacity."

Dr Mahathir was speaking after a briefing and a tour of the conplex. He
was acconpani ed by Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin, Sukom Ni nety
Ei ght executive chairman Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohaned Ali, UEM
chairman Tan Sri Radi n Soenarno and Renong executive chairman Tan Sri
Hal i m Saad.

He expressed satisfaction with the progress so far and said that UEM has
prom sed to deliver the conplex on Jan 1, 1998, nine nonths before they
are contractually obliged to do so.

On the managenment of the conplex, Dr Mahathir said the Government was
| ooki ng towards a professional set-up with proper expertise and back-up

"This is not an ordinary sports facility that can be nanaged by a snal
sports club or part-timers. It nust be managed by professionals with
necessary experience and expertise."

On the overseas pronotion and publicity for the Ganes, Dr Mahathir said
it was goi ng snoot hly.

"I't's noving well. Wt have to build it up to crescendo. You can't just
suddenly go 100 per cent then maintainit ... it's difficult. Begin snmall
t hen progress."

On the haze and whether it can hanper the staging of the Ganes, Dr
Mahat hir said Mal aysia was in the mdst of discussions with Indonesia to
resol ve the probl em

He said the Governnment mght consider artificial rain to help solve the
probl em but disnissed the idea of a change in dates for the Ganes
schedul ed for Sept 11-21 next year.
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