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Make MSC project a success (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar today urged
Mal aysi ans to support the Multinmedi a Super Corridor and ensure its
success.

Noting that only countries which could master information technol ogy
coul d keep pace with rapid gl obal devel opnent, the King said it was the
responsibility of all Ml aysians to ensure that the nation's vision to
conquer the technol ogy materi al i sed.

Qpening the third session of the ninth Parliament which was attended by
menbers of both Dewan Rakyat and Dewan Negara, the King said the MSC woul d
provi de the perfect environnent for conpanies to take advantage of the
opportunities brought by the Informati on Age.

"This year will also witness efforts being taken to initiate the
devel opnent of Cyberjaya and the Miultinedia University," he said.

The MSC, which covers the new Governnent administrative centre in
Putraj aya, Kuala Lunpur International Airport in Sepang, and the Kual a
Lunpur City Centre, enconpasses an area of about 15km w de and 50km | ong.

Cyberjaya, which is the neighbouring garden city of Putrajaya wll
provide quality intelligent buildings, nultinmedia enterprise estates,
residential housing, |eisure and recreation facilities, and state-of-the-
art supporting infrastructure.

The King also said priority would be given to the devel opnent of
tel ecommuni cations infrastructure in the next four years as part of the
CGovernnent's effort to turn Malaysia into a | eadi ng tel ecomuni cati ons
centre in the Asia-Pacific and eventually, the world.

"To achieve this objective, the Governnent will soon formulate the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Master Plan," he said, adding that the
t el ecomuni cati ons sector was expected to record continued grow h.

The King expressed satisfaction with the country's average annual
econom ¢ grow h of eight per cent recorded over the | ast decade, and the
steps taken by the Governnent to reduce the current account deficit in the
bal ance of paynents.

"The deficit which was at RML8.7 billion in 1995 is expected to reduce
to RML1.5 billion this year.

"Strategies inplemented to overcone this problem including increasing
exports and reducing i mports, should be continued."”

He added that the Governnent was also relentless inits efforts to
i ncrease savi ngs.

"Al though the nation's | evel of savings is substantial at 38.8 per cent
of the gross national product |ast year, neverthel ess, the robust econony
needs bi gger investnents especially when our nation is noving towards
growm h that is spurred by productivity.

"It is obvious that the nation requires a nore advanced technol ogy, nore
nmoder n managenent techni ques and even a nore efficient production system
Al'l these require bigger capital and quality investnents."

He said the nation's rapid devel opnment was expected to raise the prices
of goods.

"Therefore, while efforts are being taken to control inflation, steps
shoul d al so be taken to ensure that denmand for supplies remained | ow, and
unnecessary spendi ngs, avoided."

The King al so urged all parties to help curb the social problens
af fecting the young, saying that the future depended on those who woul d



inherit the nation and further the struggle to devel op society.

He said the responsibility to devel op youths should be shoul dered by al
quarters, fromthe fanmly, the private sector to non-governnenta
or gani sati ons.

The King said the Governnment was stepping up efforts to strengthen the
fami ly institution, noting that a healthy and strong fam |y woul d produce
citizens of calibre and of high noral standard.

"Rel i gi ous and educational programes to incul cate good val ues and
soci al ethics such as self-discipline, tolerance, |ove and respect for one
anot her, shoul d be enphasi sed. "

The King hoped that the Islamc Affairs Division in the Prine Mnister's
Depart ment whi ch had been upgraded to a departnent, would assist the
Governnent in combating social problens such as dadah abuse, AI DS and
ot her negative el enents.

He added that in line with the inculcation of Islanic values and to
tackl e present chall enges, the New Islam ¢ Education Curricul umwhi ch had
futuristic features and was capabl e of achieving a 100 per cent Quran
literacy and Fardhu Ain (the basics of Islam, would be inplenented in
1998.

Earlier, the King opened the ninth Parliament in a col ourful cerenony.

Acconpani ed by Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, the King arrived at
Parliament Square at 10am where the official welconing cerenony was hel d.

The royal couple was greeted on arrival by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The King then inspected a guard-of -honour nmounted by 112 nen and ei ght
officers of the 1st Battalion of the Royal Ml ay Regi nent |ed by Mjar
Handi Abdul Rahman

A 21-gun sal ute marked the occasi on

Al so present were Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tan Sri Mohd Zahir Isnmail, Dewan
Negara president Tan Sri Mhanmed Yaacob, Chief Justice of the Federa
Court Tan Sri Eusoff Chin, nmenbers of the diplomatic corps, Mnisters,
Deputy Mnisters, MPs, Senators and seni or government officials.

The royal couple entered the House at 10. 30am where the King delivered
t he royal address.

Later, the King net with MPs, Senators, senior civil servants and
foreign dignitaries. The Dewan Rakyat will sit for 26 days fromtonorrow
while the Dewan Negara will sit for 15 days from May 12.

The Dewan Rakyat neetings will be held from Mondays to Thursdays until
May 7 while the Dewan Negara will meet until June 5, during which at | east
four Bills are expected to be tabl ed.

The Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts Mnistry will table the
Conputer Crinmes Bill 1997 and the Digital Signature Bill 1997.

The other two are the Suppl ementary Supply (1996 and 1997) Bill 1997 and
the Copyright (Amendnent) Bill 1997.
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