05/ 05/ 1997

Maki ng nore tourists aware of AlIDS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Governnment will step up its efforts to increase
Al DS awar eness anpong Mal aysi an and foreign tourists, Culture Arts and
Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k said tonight.

He said the mnistry would work closely with the nmedia, tourismand the
service sectors to raise the | evel of AIDS awareness anong the tourists
and those invol ved the tourismsector.

He said in 1995, about 6.2 mllion Malaysians travelled abroad and
during the period, 7.2 mllion tourists visited the country.

Sabbaruddi n said there was, therefore, a great |ikelihood of Ml aysians
bei ng exposed to Al DS.

He was speaking at the closing of the AIDS Awareness Week at the Dataran
Mer deka.

Sabbar uddi n sai d Mal aysi ans travel ling abroad were al ways reni nded of
the risks they would face if they were involved in unhealthy activities.

He said, considering the growmh of the tourismsector and the increased
mobil ity of the people, there was a need to step up efforts by all
i ncl udi ng the non-governnental organi sations.

He added anpbng the steps that woul d be taken was enlisting the hel p of
Mal aysia Airlines to include a nmessage on Al DS together wth other
information to passengers.

Sabbaruddi n said travel agents and tour operators would also be asked to
play their part by displaying nessages on AIDS in their buses and warni ng
tourists agai nst engagi ng i n unhealthy activities.

He said his mnistry would al so | ook at ot her neans of spreading the
Al DS awar eness nessage, including using cultural activities such as dikir
bar at .

The chai rman of the Mal aysian Al DS Foundation Datin Paduka Mari na
Mahat hir, who is also the president of Ml aysian Al DS Council, said the
nunber of AIDS cases in the country was increasing yearly.

She said the average nunber of H 'V cases reported every nonth had
i ncreased by about 130 per cent, from 295 cases a nonth in 1995 to 383 in
1996.

She added that 83.4 per cent of the 19,019 reported H V positive people
in the country were aged between 20 and 49. So far, about 603 people had
di ed from Al DS

The nore than 1, 000 people who attended the closing cerenony were
entertained to performances by several artistes, including Ning Baizura,
the group Unbrella and dancers fromthe Taro Dance Theatre.

A procession was al so held by about 150 people fromthe Pink Triangle,
MAC and ot her NGO s and Al DS support groups.

Sabbaruddin | ater rel eased 603 ball oons in renmenbrance of those who had
died from Al DS

( END)
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