22 AUG 1997

MALAYSI A: DR MAHATHI R URGES MUSLI M5 TO REFORM THOUGHTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Malaysian Prine Mnister Dr Mahathir
Moharmad urged Muslinms today to bring about reformation to potted thinking
whi ch confuses them as such thoughts are not based on the true teachi ngs of
I sl am

He said present day realities have to be accepted and sel f-deception of
the true teachings of Islam could only undernine efforts by Miuslins to take
on the chall enges of the 21st century.

"The refornmation that is required of Muslins is one that can guide them
back to Islanmic teachings unadulterated by deviant interpretations, edicts
and fatwas surfacing during the past 1,400 years after Hegira," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when delivering a keynote address at a conference
here today on reformation and challenges facing Muslins in the region in
the 21st century.

The prine minister the reformation should take back Muslins to the
teachings of the Quran and the wi sdom of Prophet Mihanmad whi ch put
br ot herhood and avoi dance of hostilities anmbng Muslins with divergent
interpretations of what |slam should be, above others.

Dr Mahathir also urged Muslinms to master other disciplines apart from
religious know edge to safeguard thenselves fromtheir enen es who are out
to split and weaken them

"In Islamwe are required to use the hands, nouth and the heart (in
dealing with problens). W can use the heart to show synpathy to their
(those who | abel others as apostate) |ack of know edge," he said.

The accusations cane about because of m sundertanding or shall ow
know edge of Islanmic teachings, he said.

More than half of Malaysia's 20 nmillion people are Miuslins and the
coalition government of Dr Mahathir is introducing by stages Islamc
principles and values in the adnministration and comerce. -- Bernana
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