15/ 05/ 1997
Mal acca Chief M nister dies (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mal acca Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdu
Ghani died at the Tawakal Hospital here today w t hout regaining
consci ousness followi ng a stroke on Sunday norning. He was 55.

Mal acca Umo |iaison comrttee deputy chairman Datuk Wra Mhd Al
Rustam said Mohd Zin died at 4.05pm

Hs wife, Datin Seri Fatimah Sandin, 11 children and rel atives were at
hi s bedsi de when he di ed.

Mohd Zin was appointed Mal acca's seventh Chief Mnister on Cct 14, 1994
to replace Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k who had resi gned.

Mohd Ali said Mohd Zin woul d be buried at the Mel ekek Muslimcenetery in
Al or Gaj ah, Mal acca, either before or after zohor prayers tonorrow
af t er noon.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah, who went to the hospital on receiving news of Mdhd Zin's death,
ext ended their condol ences to the famly.

Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, the wife of Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim arrived about 6.05pm

Al so present were several Cabinet Mnisters, Deputy Mnisters, Ml acca
State Assenbl ynen and seni or Federal Governnent officers.

Anwar, speaking to reporters after attending a gathering with the people
at SRIK (Cina) San Mn, in Teluk Intan, said Mohd Zin had served well
t hroughout his career and had performed comendably as Chief Mnister.

"W accept the news (of his death) with sadness and pray that Allah will
bl ess his soul," he said.

Anwar extended his condol ences to Mohd Zin's fanily.

Dr Mahathir and several Umo suprene council nenbers had visited Mhd
Zin on Sunday ni ght.

Anwar and Dr WAn Azi zah visited Mohd Zin at the hospital upon his return
from Fukuoka, Japan, on Tuesday night after attending the Asian
Devel opnent Bank neeti ng.

Mohd Zin was admitted after suffering a stroke about 4.30amin his hotel
room on Sunday.

He was to have attended Umo's 51st anniversary cel ebrations at the
Putra World Trade Centre that norning after Saturday's suprene counci
meet i ng.

Hi s last public function was the opening of the Bachang Darat Umo
division on May 5 where he called on nenbers to go all out to get nore
people to join the party.

Mal acca deputy State Secretary Jemal Zainal Kassimsaid the | ate Chief
M nister was well |iked by both the politicians and the people of the
State.

In Parlianment, both Barisan Nasional and Opposition MPs expressed
sadness and shock over Mhd Zin's death which they described as a big | oss
to Mal acca

In the Dewan Rakyat, MP from Yan, Datuk Badruddin Amiruldin, who rose to
debat e the Hi gher Education Fund Bill, asked the other MPs to read the Al -
Fati hah for Mhanmed Zin.

Condol ences were al so extended by Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohamad | sa Abdul Sarmad who said he | ost a good friend.

"He was a highly respected Umo | eader who rose fromthe ranks to becone
a Chief Mnister and continued playing an inportant role in Ml acca's



rapi d devel opnent," he sai d.

In Kuantan, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said Mohd Zin was a
credi bl e | eader who showed his capability in guiding Ml acca towards
achieving the status of an industrialised State.

"He had a vision to see Mal acca becom ng a Koridor Ilnu (Corridor of
Know edge), " he sai d.

In Tel uk I ntan, Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon al so
expressed his condol ences to Mohd Zin's famly.

DAP MP for Kota Mel aka Lim Guan Eng, who al so extended his condol ences
to Mohd Zin's famly, said: "As a nmenber from Mal acca, | regard his death
as a loss to Mal acca.”

Senator Datuk IbrahimAi tabled a notion in the Dewan Negara to extend
condol ences to Mohd Zin's famly and pray for his soul. The Senators were
saddened by the death of a | eader who was clean, had integrity and was
| oved by friends and foes as the Mal acca Chief Mnister, he said.

In Alor Gajah, the body of Mbhd Zin arrived at his house, Seri Aduka, in
Kampung Mel ekek at 7.50 tonight. A crowd including State Executive
Cuncillors and seni or government officers had gathered at his house after
t he announcerment of his death.

Al'l official State functions tonorrow and Friday have been cancell ed as
a mark of respect.
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