07 MAY 1997
Agong- Si ngapor e
MALAYSI A, SI NGAPORE SHOULD BE CONSCI QUS OF EACH OTHER S SENSITIVITY

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar said today that Ml aysia and Singapore should al ways be consci ous
of each other's sensitivity and feelings in all matters.

He said the cooperative relations between the two countries, devel oped
over the years, had brought many nutual benefits.

"However, being neighbours, we need always be mndful of the realities
that shape our relationship,”" he said after receiving the credentials of
the new Singapore Hi gh Conmi ssioner to Ml aysia, Kesavapany Krishnasany, at
| stana Negara here.

Tuanku Ja' afar stressed that paramount in such a relationship was the
consci ousness of each other's sensitivities and feelings in all nmatters

"W are of the view that certain facts of history which could
conplicate our relations, should not stand in the way of our endeavour to
cooperate for the conmon good," he added.

Kesavapany's appoi ntrment cones in the wake of a diplomatic row between
the two neighbouring countries after Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew
descri bed Mal aysia's southern state of Johor as "notorious for nmuggings,
shootings and carj acki ngs".

Lee |l ater apol ogi sed and expunged the remarks which were made in a
court affidavit in a defamation suit filed against Singapore opposition
figure, Tang Liang Hong.

The Mal aysi an governnent accepted the apology. Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in an interview in the |atest issue of Asiaweek
magazi ne, said relations between the two countries were now back to nornal.

Tuanku Ja' afar said the two countries were not only close
geographiclaly, but also share a commpn history, and peoples of both
countries had inherited common traditions and fanmly ties across the
causeway.

According to him the proxinmty of the two countries offered
opportunities for fruitful collaboration and cooperation and such
potentials could only be realised if |eaders of the two countries drew
| essons fromthe past and avoid pitfalls in future.

"While there are many ties which bind us, we nust also recognise the
fact that we are two different countries, but our differences, however,
shoul d not be a cause for division as the differences should be harnessed
for the benefit of both countries," he said.

In his speech earlier, Kesavapany said the governnment and the people of
Si ngapore attached great inportance to bilateral relations between the two
countries as Ml aysia and Singapore were closely linked through comon
cultural traditions, shared history and geographical proximty.

"Fam ly ties and peopl e-to-people links contribute to the unique
relati onship between our two countries, and the governnents of Ml aysia and
Si ngapore both pursue economic policies aimed at pronoting peace and
prosperity in the region," he said.

Kesavapany said Ml aysia and Singapore shared many conmon interests in
regional and international fora, and a comon belief in the value and the
i mportance of the United Nations, the Commonwealth of Nations and the Asean
framework for political, econom c and cultural cooperation.

"We are also committed to strengthening Asean as a force for peace and
stability in the region and we believe that the realisation of an Asean-10
will contribute towards regional stability and further enhance the



prospects for shared prosperity in our dynamic region," he said.

He was confident econonmi c cooperation anong Asean nenbers woul d
buttress the political stability, security, economc, social and cultural
devel opnent of the region

Tuanku Ja' afar also received the credentials of Portugal's new
anbassador, Dr Gabriel Mesquita de Brito

In his speech, he said there were anple opportunities and avenues to be
explored to widen and deepen bilateral relations between Ml aysia and
Portugal particularly in the fields of trade and econom c cooperation.

"Ml aysia and Portugal can be inportant participants in the ASEM
process which had opened a new horizon of inter-regional cooperation on a
wi der scal e, besides opening new opportunities to harness each other's
conplenentarities on the basis of partnership," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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