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Sul ai man- Thai | and
MALAYSI A, THAI LAND SI GN GOLOK RI VER PRQIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 8 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and Thail and today signed
an agreement for the Golok River Muth Inprovenent Project that would anbng
other things help to determine a nore precise boundary demarcation between
the two countries.

The project will also benefit both countries by inproving the drai nage
in the area, reduce flooding and enhance the use of the river nouth for
fishing boats, said Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai nan Daud at the
signing cerenpny in Narathiwat in Thail and.

"A project of this nature will not only bring econom c benefits to the
| ocal community but also strengthens the existing cordial relationship
between our two countries,”" he said. The text of his speech was rel eased
her e.

The Agriculture Mnistry said in a statenent that Dr Sul ai man and
Thailand's Mnister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Shucheep Hansaward
signed the inter governnental agreenment for the inplenentation of the
proj ect.

The signing cones 10 days after both countries agreed during tal ks
between Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his visiting Tha
counterpart Gen Chavalit Yongchai yudh to resolve the border denmarcation
probl em within two nonths.

The 15-year-old denarcation problem arose mainly because both countries
used rivers as border nmarks and these posed a probl em because the rivers
keep changing as a result of fl ooding.

Dr Sul aiman said the project would stablise the river nouth for a nore
preci se denmarcation of the boundary between Ml aysia and Thail and

The project being inplenmented by the Departnent of Irrigation and
Drai nage Mal aysia and the Royal Irrigation Departnent of Thailand is being
carried out in two phases.

Phase 1 conprises the construction of breakwaters, revetnents, and the
pl acenent of navigational aids by both Ml aysia and Thailand in their
respective territories.

"These works are progressing well and are scheduled for conpletion this
year," said Dr Sulainman who nade an aerial inspection of the project site
wi th Shucheep after the signing cerenony.

He said the second stage of the project involving the dredging of the
Gol ok River Muth and construction of protection works will begin soon and
expected to be conpleted by Septenber. -- BERNAMA
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