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Mal aysi an busi ness website expects nore subscribers

Kang Si ew Li
THE newl y-1 aunched Mal aysi a Trade X-Change on the Net - an Internet
website on the country's business community - is expected to draw at | east

1,000 subscribers inits first year of operations.

The website, which was given a big boost when it was | aunched recently
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, is a joint effort
between the Nati onal Chanber of Commerce and Industry of Ml aysia (NCCIM
and Orinet Business Systens (M Sdn Bhd.

In an interview wi th Business Tines, Oinet Business Systens owner and
managi ng di rector Za'ba Hasrin said sone 100 Mal aysi an conpani es
arealready listed on the website.

"That's why | believe it will not be difficult for us to achieve the
targetted 1,000 subscribers by the end of next year," he said.

Za' ba said NCCI M and his conpany have been devel opi ng the website for
sone si x nonths.

"The overall objective of the Trade X-Change is to link | ocal
entrepreneurial conpani es for the exchange of business information and
opportunities through the Internet.

"This includes the open exchange of information on technol ogi es,
products, human resources and potential investnents," he said.

Za' ba said the website will also be accessible to conpani es around the
worl d who wi sh to | ocate suitabl e Ml aysi an busi ness partners either for
projects in Malaysia or to set up joint ventures el sewhere.

He added that business opportunities can take the formof infrastructure
devel oprment, heavy industries, light industries, Information Technol ogy,
assenbly and servi ces.

To participate, Za ba said, one has to pay a subscription fee of RWMp, 000
for the first year and RVM2,500 a year subsequently.

"A subscriber will be provided with an el ectronic nmail address so that
all trade enquiries pertaining to his products and the conpany can be
channel l ed via the e-mai| address.

"He or she will also be provided with a five-page Internet honpage
detailing the conpany's profile and products. The honepage can be accessed
by all Internet users,"” he said.

More inmportantly, Za' ba said, since the Trade X-Change is part of |BCC
Net, a subscriber's honmepage will be seen by the preferred target
audi ence, nanely the international business conmunity.

I BCC-Net is a global electronic network on the Internet |inking nenbers
of the International Chanber of Commerce. The NCCIMis the sole signatory
of the IBCC Net Inter-chanmber Protocol for Ml aysia and a registered
nenber .

Currently, there are sone 10, 000 Chambers of Commerce and | ndustry and
National Committees within the | BCC Net.

NCCI M executive director Adnan Ariffin said the chamber will tabul ate
and forward all trade enquiries pertaining to any conpany via its e-nmai
address for further action.

"Being an interactive website, a subscriber may list his investnent
requi rements on the Trade X-Change when seeking potential investors, joint
venture partners or distributors," he said.

Adnan said | ocal conpanies do not have to sign up with the Trade X-
Change i mmedi ately, "but we hope that at |least they will come to us and
list thenselves on the website".



He said the potential for business opportunities on the new website will
be trenmendous, based on the fact that NCCIMitself receives about 15
busi ness opportunities on various industries fromoverseas investors each
day.

There are currently sone 30,000 Mal aysi an busi ness nenbers within the
NCCl M which is the governing body for other chanmbers such as the Ml ay
Chanber of Commerce Mal aysi a, the Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of Conmerce
and I ndustry of Ml aysia, the Ml aysi an Associ ated | ndi an Chanbers of
Conmer ce and I ndustry, the Ml aysian International Chanber of Conmerce and
I ndustry, and the Federation of Ml aysi an Manufacturers.
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