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Consortium
MALAYSI A, UZBEKI STAN TO FORM CONSORTI UM TO BU LD ROAD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia and Uzbeki stan have agreed in
principle to forma consortiumto build a 3,500km road |inking the east and
west of the forner Soviet Union bloc country.

Uzbeki stan Deputy Prinme Mnister Victor Chjen said the setting up of
the consortium was proposed to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir when
he nmet the Ml aysian | eader at his office today.

Chjen, who arrived on Sunday for a three-day official visit to
Mal aysia, said setting up of the consortium for the nulti-million dollar
road project was anmong the six mgjor issues he discussed with Dr Mahathir.

Besi des agreeing to the proposal, Dr Mhathir also suggested that a
rail road be built alongside with the road," he told a news conference at
the end of his visit.

Asked for details of the consortium Chjen said it was still premature
as studies need to be carried out.

He said he discussed at length with Dr Mahathir on how both countries
could expand their trade relations particularly on Ml aysia's exports to
his country.

Uzbeki stan also offered its scientists and skilled manpower to assi st
Mal aysia in scientific research.

Chj en, who described his visit as significant and educati onal, hoped to
i mpl enent sonme of Mal aysia's technol ogy back hone.

He said he was attracted to the building of townships such as Shah Al am
and investnment bodies |ike Pernodal an Nasional Berhad (PNB) and hoped to
i npl ement simlar projects in Uzbekistan.

Asked whet her the weakening of the Ringgit would affect Malaysia's
trade and investments in his country, Chjen, who is an econom st, engineer
and scientist, said he believed the ringgit's depreciation was only a
tenmporary set back.

He was confident that Ml aysia could overcone the problem soon.

After the news conference, Chjen wi tnessed the signing of two
Menor andunms of Under st andi ng (MUs) between Superior Conmunications (M Sdn
Bhd and The State Committee for Property Managenment and Entrepreneurship
Support and between Uzmacom Joint Stock Conpany and Binari ang
Conmmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd. -- BERNAMVA
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