28/ 02/ 1997

Mal aysia: Into the IT era

ALL is set for Malaysia' s quantumleap into the Information Technol ogy
Age. In a matter of days now, the nuch-publicised and tal ked-about
Mul timedi a Super Corridor will take off with the | aunching of the
Mul ti medi a University and Ni ppon Tel ephone and Tel egraph's research and
devel opnent centre. The initial step to set up the university to provide
graduates to nmeet MSC conpani es skill requirements and research is a nove
inthe right direction to ensure the successful inplenmentation and
managenent of this anbitious project.

The MSC, a pilot project for harnonising the entire nation with the
gl obal forces shaping the Information Age, is expected to be inits fina
phase by the year 2020 when Mal aysi a hopes to be a devel oped nation. By
that tinme Mal aysia should be an informati on powerhouse, with its people
living and working in a smart environnent and the country |inked to other
smart-regi ons around the world. The response to the MSC since Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad's selling mission to the United
States and Japan in the New Year has been "overwhel ning" with nore than
400 enquiries fromforeign and local joint venture multinedia conpanies.
This is not surprising as it is emnently clear that Ml aysia is going
all-out to offer the best facilities. The 15km w de by 50km | ong corri dor
that runs fromthe Kuala Lunmpur City Centre to the region's |argest
airport in Sepang, prom ses ideal physical infrastructure, |aws, policies
and practices that will enable conpanies to explore the Information Age
wi t hout the usual constraints which frustrate them

True to the Government's categorical comitment to naking the MSC a
success, Dr Mahathir has announced that the proposed cyberlaws will be
tabled in Parlianment next nonth. Providing the ground rul es and
transparency for investors and operators, the | egislation incorporating
the Digital Signature Act, Intellectual Property Act and Conputer Crinme
Act will go a long way to gain their confidence. The conprehensive
incentives in the Multinedia Bill of Guarantees and the easing of
conditions for the inport of manpower with nultinedia know edge wil |l
enhance their interests.

As prom sed, Dr Mahathir went on TV on Wednesday to further explain the
M5C. Reiterating that it is inperative that Ml aysi a makes a head-start
| est we be | eft behind, he said Malaysia will invariably be affected given
the borderless world of this rapidly-developing IT age. Hence, it is best
that the nation and its people be prepared for this change, be invol ved
and master the technol ogy, reaping at the sane tine the maxi num benefits.
To ignore the change will be both counter-productive and sel f-del udi ng as
it is inpossible to stop the cyberwaves in this Information Era. Initial
scepticismand fear are understandable each tinme we venture into sonething
brand new. But these nust not be inpedinents to the nation's effort to
offer the MSC as a gift to the world to nmutually enrich conpani es and
countries. It is crucial that the people | earn to understand the power of
this IT tool in their hands so that it can be properly w el ded. The crux
of the matter is that Ml aysi ans nmust be positive in receiving this
chal | enge and have faith in their ability to absorb the know edge for the
nation and t he peopl e's advancenent. Negativismw ||l get us nowhere. This
message shoul d be driven home to pronote greater understanding of the MSC
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