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Mal aysi a- Pol and rel ati ons set for new phase of growth

Ani s Kami |

PCLAND and Mal aysi a do not share the same geographical |ocation, |anguage
or history, yet recently the sinmlarities between the countries are quite
sur pri sing.

Both countries are on the path of "economc nmiracles" since the late
1980s. Pol and has been called "Europe's econonic tiger"”, achieving annua
growth rates of up to seven per cent - the fastest rate for any country in
Europe. Both nations are at the centre of two of the nost dynami c areas in
the world - Poland in Eastern Europe and Mal aysia i n Sout heast Asi a.

"Mal aysia and Poland are simlar in the | evel of econom c devel opnent.
W are both | ooking for devel opment in technol ogy and i ndustry," Marek
Paszucha, Pol and's anbassador to Malaysia, said in an interview.

The two countries established econonic and comercial relations in 1970
following the signing of a trade agreenent. |In 1972, the Enbassy of the
Republic of Poland was set up in Kuala Lunpur.

However, relations renmai ned | argely nori bund as Pol and went through a
| ong period of transformation froma command to a narket econony. This
despite occasional visits by officials fromboth sides.

Even bilateral trade is nothing nmuch to talk about. The figure for early
| ast year is RM300 million which is only about 0.1 per cent of Ml aysia's
overall trade. Even though there are no exact figures as many Poli sh
inmporters still obtain their Ml aysian products fromthird countries,

Mal aysi a seens to export nore than it inports from Pol and.

But wi nds of change are already bl owi ng. The Yang di - Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' af ar and the Raj a Perrmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, currently
visiting Hungary, will arrive in Poland tonorrow for a three-day officia
visit. And Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who is on two
mont hs' | eave, may visit Poland as part of his European tour.

Oficials of the two countries are hopeful that the visits would bring
their relations under focus by the business comunities. Polish officials
have invited Mal aysians to invest in their country's chemical industry,
real estate and buil ding of notorways while Dr Mahathir has called on
Pol es to invest in Mlaysia.

Paszucha said that Pol and has al ready been industrialised and is now
| ooking to update and upgrade its existing factories and technol ogi es.

Wth a popul ation of 40 mllion people, Poland is the biggest market in
Eastern Europe. "Poland was the | argest inporter of cars in Europe and the
third in the world | ast year," said Paszucha. "Because of this, many car
manuf acturers are trying to invest in Poland, including Proton."

One woul d think that there would be nore conpl enentary trade and
relati ons between the two "econonic tigers". In March | ast year, Poland's
Prime Mnister Dr Wodzimerz C noszewi cz visited Malaysia in the hope of
i mproving econoni c and trade rel ati ons between the two countri es.

At the time of G noszewicz's visit, trade turnover between the two
countries was US$120 million (RVMBOO million). Since then, however, the
i mprovenent has not been as | arge as was hoped. Last year, trade turnover
between the two countries was only US$135 nillion.

According to Paszucha, the nmain reason is that both countries stil
don't know each other very well.

"Even if we do our best, big Polish conmpanies prefer to do business with
West Europe. It is easy to work with Germany because they are our
nei ghbours. "



Mal aysi an busi nesses al so prefer working with people they know. So the
only way for Polish conpanies to have joint ventures or business wth
Mal aysi ans i s to have someone here.

"The Polish conpani es have no chance to win any tender because they
don't know the specific conditions. No one Mal aysi an conpany can win a
tender in Poland unl ess someone is there in Poland studying the
envi ronnment, recognising the people,” he said.

The anbassador believes that the visit by the King and Queen will help
make t he people of both countries nore aware and especially nore
interested in | earning and under st andi ng each ot her

Their majesties will be spending two days in Warsaw and one day in
Cracow.

Paszucha, who was al so the former Mayor of Cracow, said: "My is the
nost beautiful tinme in Poland, | amhappy that they have chosen to visit
at this tinme of the year."

Cracow is on the United Nations' Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organisation's Wrld Cultural Heritage |ist.

The old town of Cracow with its nedi eval town-planning, saltmnes of
Weliczka which were still producing natural salt crystals up to 1992;
Wawel castle and one of the oldest universities in the world, Jagiellonian
Uni versity which was founded in 1364, proves that it is atow richin
history and culture. The earliest witten history was recorded as early as
the 10th century.

The exact age of Warsaw, which is the capital of Poland, is not known,

t hough anci ent chronicles docunent its existence in 1281. Warsaw, however,
was al nost conpletely destroyed during Wrld War I1. It has been rebuilt
and remains the centre for scientific research, culture and the arts.

"Last year Poland had 80 million visitors, one of the biggest nunber of
visitors in the world," Paszucha says proudly. Poland is unique anpong its
nei ghbours because for many centuries it was influenced by Italy, France,
Germany and Russia. Wiich, he says, is evident when you | ook at the
architecture and even in the character of the people.

The Pol es j oke anong t hensel ves, that those fromwest Poland are the
best workers, solid people but with no sense of hunour. The people from
the south nake the best bureaucrats because the Austro-Hungarians were
great bureaucrats. Those fromthe east are the hardest to keep in order

He says that he is also trying to attract Poles to visit Ml aysi a.
Though for Pol es accommodation in Mal aysia can be too expensive. "Ml aysia
needs nore middle class, snaller hotels to attract tourists.”

Paszucha says that he gets along well with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Jaafar. He said the King had asked himif he played golf and he
replied that he had not picked up the game yet, but he will try. He did
ask if the King played basketball, since the anbassador is al so an
i nternational basketball referee.

"H's mpjesty replied that he did not because he cannot jump so well and
woul d rather stick to golf," Paszucha jokingly added. A golf gane is being
arranged for the King when he arrives in Warsaw.
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