02/ 08/ 1997
Mal aysi an, Ilranian businessnen to hold tal ks on distribution park

M chel | e Shear es

TRANSPORT M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik will chair a neeting on
Monday between |ranian and Mal aysi an busi ness comunities on the setting
up of a free commercial zone distripark at the Port of Abbas in Iran.

The neeting will be attended by a seven-nenber |rani an del egation | ed by
its Deputy Road and Transport Pl anning and Economic Affairs Mnister ME
Gnhai nmagham and representatives fromthe Federation of Ml aysi an
Manuf acturers (FMM and Chanbers of Commerce

Dr Ling said the neeting will enable the two sides to interact.

"Since they are here, we want themto know how our ports work, so that
they will have a better understandi ng and i dea of what we wi |l need over
there in ternms of the kind of facilities and | and area.

"W al so want our businessnen to know how the Irani ans work and operate
over there because each country will have slightly different rul es and
regul ations," he told reporters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday after attending
the TAR Col | ege convocati on cerenony.

Iran has agreed to allow Malaysia to set up a distribution park at Port
Abbas to boost econonic co-operation between the two countries. The park
is seen as a possible gateway for Ml aysi an goods to be exported to Iran
and t he Commonweal t h of | ndependent States (Cl'S)

"This will increase the volune of trade between this regi on and that
region," Ling said.

The seven-nenber Iranian del egation also visited the Port Kang
Distribution Park in Port Klang two days ago to study Port Klang's
organi sati on and operati ons.

Dr Ling added a nmenorandum of understanding will be signed on Tuesday
before the Irani an del egation | eaves for hone.

Meanwhi | e, he said the successor to outgoing Klang Port Authority (KPA)
general manager Datuk M Rajasingamw || not be naned for another 10 days
or so.

"I do not want to announce the nane of the person yet although |I have
al ready cleared the name with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad, " he sai d.

There are still some technical details such as the pronotions board.

"Let it go through the pronotions board first and then I'll let you know
the successor in another week or 10 days," he said.

Raj asi ngam who joined KPA in 1965 as a cadet officer, retires in
Novenber. He started his | eave prior to the retirenent yesterday.
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