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Mal aysi a, Thail and to enhance ties

K. P. Waran; Satwant Singh
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Friendship and the nei ghbourliness spirit between
Mal aysi a and Thail and have resulted in strong cross-border co-operation
but they can be enhanced.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and his Thai counterpart
General Chavalit Yongchai yudh echoed that the depth of nutual
under st andi ng and trust between both countries had significantly
contributed to peace and co-operation in the region and that they should
join hands to hel p other nei ghbouring countries.

In their respective speeches at a dinner hosted by Dr Mahathir for
Chavalit at Seri Perdana, they called for the enhancenent of relations and
cl oser co-operation between the two countri es.

Dr Mahathir said it was no secret that Ml aysia and Thail and were cl ose
friends and nei ghbours in the true spirit of Asean and rel ati ons had
progressed am cably over the years.

He sai d bei ng nei ghbours and sharing common borders, it was inevitable
that there would be friction every now and then in the bil ateral
rel ati onshi p.

"However, | amhappy to note that through the years, certain useful
bil ateral nechanisns |ike the annual Joint Conmm ssion Meetings and the
General Border Committee have managed to overcone problenms or kept them at
a low |l evel - the subjects of negotiations rather than confrontation.

"Mal aysi a and Thail and are not big nations but we have shown the
comm t ment and courage to participate and contribute positively in various
mul til ateral organisations.

"W will be that much nore effective when we work in concert, as for
exanpl e through Asean,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on Mal aysia's position on the subject of
illegal imrgrants.

"Ml aysi a needs foreign workers but their entry and presence nust be in
accordance with established procedures as well as Malaysia's | aws and
regul ati ons, " he said.

Therefore, he said, Ml aysia highly appreciated the co-operation
ext ended by nei ghbours such as Thailand to curb the entry of illega
immgrants i nto Mal aysi a.

Chavalit called on both countries to work together as cl ose and
effective neighbours in order to achi eve common goal s and aspirati ons.

"Time has proven that with the spirit of friendship and good
nei ghbourli ness, we can address issues in a positive manner to the mutua
sati sfaction and benefit of both countries," he said.

Citing the successful co-operation regarding donmestic insurgencies, he
expressed confidence that both countries would continue to pronote co-
operation and nove fromstrength to strength in bilateral relationship

He said Sout heast Asia, through its openness and transparency, had
achi eved a |l evel of peace and stability unmatched in its recent history.

"W have the opportunity to shape our future with our own hands given
t he human resources and the assets that we possess.

"W nust join hands as well as extend themto assist other countries in
the region. Only then will we be able to realise a prosperous, stable and
vi brant Asean conprising all 10 Sout heast Asian countries," he said.

Chavalit said there was a need to maintain a positive trend of pronoting
bal anced growth and devel opnent for the benefit of all the 10 countries in



t he region.

He said the coming informal Asean Summit in Kuala Lunmpur would be a
timely opportunity to discuss future co-operation and accel erate the pace
of regional progress.

"This includes the devel opment of a trans-Asian transportati on network
which is one of your many significant regional initiatives," he said.

In this connection, he said, Thailand stood ready to act as a bridge
bet ween Asean and ot her countries in mainland Southeast Asia.
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