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By: E. Sivabal an

Gaborone (Botswana), May 4 (Bermama) -- Botswana, a southern African
nation, that is energing as a potential market for investors is keen to
form joint ventures with Ml aysian conpanies in the construction industry,
Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad said.

He said the construction industry had been identified by the Botswana
Government as one of the inportant sectors in the econom c devel opnent of
the country.

Speaking to Malaysian journalists here last night, Dr Mahathir who is
on an official visit to Botswana, said the Botswana Government had set
asi de funds to build houses for the | ocal people.

"They think that if foreign construction conpanies can work with the
| ocal partners here, then they would wel cone that,"” he said after talks
Bot swana President Sir Ketunile Masire

The Prinme M nister who had earlier visited Malawi said Botswana had
also identified new areas of cooperation such as providing infrustructure
and facilities in the tourismindustry.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysian conpanies could also venture into the
construction of roads since Botswanians had the expertise and experience in
that field.

"There may be scope for other |abour intensive industries because they
have very high unenpl oyment rate and they would |ike to have investnent
which will enable their people to be enployed,” he said.

He al so said Malaysia Airline and AirAsia, Milaysia s tw nationa
carriers, could consider expanding their services to Botswana and Ml aw
when Mal aysi an i nvestnents had started to cone in.

The Prime Mnister said since Malaysia Airlines was fully extended at
the nonent, AirAsia could undertake a study on operating services to these
pl aces.

Dr Mahathir noted that British Airways operates big aircraft into these
destinations because of Britain's conmercial interest in these countries
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