10/ 04/ 1997
Mal aysi a, Bahrain agree to set up commi ssion

Kamarul Yunus in Manama (Bahrai n)

MANAMA ( BAHRAI N), Wed: Mal aysi a and Bahrain have agreed to set up a
governnent -l evel conmission to facilitate and inprove bilateral relations.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d under the proposed

pl an, economc mnisters of both countries will |ead the conmm ssion.

"There is a need for government |eaders of both countries to have
contact. In order to facilitate this, we have decided to set up a
comm ssion so that we can di scuss and bring up i deas on pronoting and
improving relations,"” he told journalists from Mal aysi a, Bahrain and
several international news agencies on the second and final day of his
of ficial visit here yesterday.

Citing the inportance of setting up such a comission, Dr Mahathir said
this is one of the ways the responsible governments of both countries can
nmeet regularly and cone up with various ideas and suggesti ons.

"CGovernment | eaders of both countries should nmeet regularly. Then they
can start inproving trade, or getting into ways to trade and nake ot her
needed adjustnments as well as identify areas of cooperation," he added.

Respondi ng to anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent has no
i medi ate plan to open an enbassy here but Ml aysia may consi der
appoi nting an honorary consul in Bahrain

"Currently, we have an anmbassador, who is accredited to Bahrain, from
Kuwait. W can't afford too many enbassies. Eventually, perhaps we could
have an enbassy here when there is need," he said, adding it is expensive
to set up and operate enbassies.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a woul d appoint a trade commi ssioner in Bahrain, Dr
Mahat hir said the Governnent will study this.

Asked about his nmeeting with Bahrain's Prime M nister Sheikh Khalifa
Sul man Al -Khalifa on Monday, Dr Mahathir said it was a friendly and
cordi al neeting and both | eaders acknow edged the inportance of exchangi ng
i nformati on between their countries and also the two different regions.

"Ml aysi a and Bahrain agree that both countries or the two regions - the
@ul f and Sout h- East Asia - should know each other better and hel p devel op
their econom es.

"Therefore, they should discuss ways and neans of devel oping rel ati ons,
particul arly economc relations such as i nvestnent, financing and trade,"”
he sai d, adding that both governnments have identified certain areas of
cooperati on.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said there is a need to have better
conmuni cati ons between Mal aysi a and Bahrai n, which nmeans al so havi ng nore
flights between the two nations.

"Currently, only Gulf Air flies to Kuala Lunpur, while Malaysia Airlines
has yet to fly to Bahrain," he said.

He said Malaysia Airlines' chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami, who
acconpani ed the Prime Mnister on his visit, has expressed the intention
of having sone forns of working relations such as a code-share agreenent
with Qulf Air.

On regi onal cooperation, Dr Mahathir said Association of South- East
Asi an Nations (Asean) is willing to work with any regional bloc or
associ ation such as the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

"Asean has been working a ot with other groupings as well as individua
countries. W have what we call dialogue partners ... we have di al ogue
sessions with Japan, South Korea, India, the European Union, the US



Australia and New Zeal and.

"W constantly keep in touch with themin order to, for exanple, adjust
to their needs and for themto be nore flexible perhaps in dealing with
Asean countri es.

"W can propose some sort of cooperation with South countries |ike South
African nations and al so I ndian GCcean countries. | do not see why we
cannot cooperate with the GCC, since the countries in the grouping are
becom ng nmuch nore inportant now.

( END)
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